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Proceedings of Congress, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &c. 


IN SENATE. 
TUESDAY, DEC. 31, 1839. 
Mr. Norve.t submitted the following : 





Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be | 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation sufficient to effect, by peaceable and pe- 
cuniary means and inducements, the immediate removal 
west of the Mississippi of all the Indians now in the 
Territory of Florida. 

FRIDAY, JAN. 3, 1840. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
mapeaee a bill for the armed occupation of Florida; | 
which was made the order of the day for Monday 
next. 

MONDAY, JAN. 6, 

Mr. Bucuanan presented a memorial from officers of 
the line of the army, in relation to equalizing their pay 
with the staff. 

A message was received from the President of the | 
U. S., in relation tothe employment of steam vessels in 
the Revenue service. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 7. 

Mr. Wuire presented a communication from the Se- 
cretary of War, in relation to an appropriation for the | 
removal of Indians. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill providing 








might enable the South to settle Florida, He believed 
that, if the attention of the Senate had been given 
sufficiently to the subject, the Florida bill of the last 
session would not have passed, but some more efficient 
measure would have been devised. Congress, he thought, 
ought, above every thing else, to have demanded the at- 
tention, and excited the energy, of the War Depart- 
ment towards this object. This war had now been con- 
tinued five or six years, with an expenditure equal to 
the whole amount which the United States had paid for 
the territory of the South and West. here had been 
bloodshed, and treachery, and a vast waste of money, 
which could not have occurred if Congress had given 
the subject that attention which it deserved. And this 
want of attention on the part of Congress had chiefly 
occurred because the subject had been neglected by the 
Administration of the country. This Mr. P. said more 
in sorrow than in anger. The Administration, when 
the war broke out, and the people generally, and espe- 
cially those who were well-informed, regarded this con- 
test as a trifling affair, that would soon be terminated. 
It was thought that the few straggling warriors would 
vield at once to the mere demonstration of force by the 
Government. Under this delusion, the late Adminis- 
tration terminated, and the present Administration came 
in; and this war came into its hands under the expecta- 


| tion that the Indians would soon be captured or driven 


out. But the war still continued, and it would do so, 
unless Congress should give it their attention, and call 
on the Department for new determination and energy. 





for the occupation of Florida by collections of armed 
settlers. 

Mr. Benton explained and advocated the bill at much | 
length, and urged especially the Scripture example of | 
the expulsion of the Canaanites from the Promised | 
Land. 

M. Tappan objected to this example, that it was not | 
at all in point. The war of the Israelites was a war | 
of extermination, and not of expulsion. It was a war, | 
00, on a people civilized as themselves ; and the object | 
of the conquerors was not to covert a wilderness to a | 
populous and cultivated country, but to scize upon and | 
possess the improvements as well as the lands of the | 
devoted inhabitants ; it was not to build, but to occupy 
cities; not to make farms and dwellings, but to take 
them; not to clear, but to cultivate; not to drive out or 
remove, but to exterminate the inhabitants. 

Mr. T’. urged that the way New England was settled 
was the right way to settle Florida. Let the Florida 
settlers, like the Pilgrims, have the lands, which they 
might lay out into towns, and occupy as farms, on con- 
dition that they would protect themselves and their 
property from the savages. He thought this method 
would be much better and more successful than that 
proposed by the bill. 








Mr. Preston said undoubtedly, as had been urged by | 


the Chairman of the Military Committee, it was very 
important that this Government should place Florida in 
such a condition that it might be securely occupied by 
the white inhabitants of the United States, and it ought 
long ago to have been done. It was incumbent on this 
Government to remove the Indians from the whole of 


Mr. P. believed that the dilatory progress of this War, 
not to say the disgrace of it, was chiefly owing to the 
impotence of the Head of the Department. It was not 
at all the officers and soldiers of the army to whom this 
failure was to be ascribed, but the want of energy in 
the Department; and it was incumbent on Congress to 
point out the course and arouse the energy of the De- 
partment. But Mr. P. believed, and he trusted he 


| would be able to show, that the present measure was a 


mere measure of delay; while they were called on, ses- 
sion after session, to pour out the money of the country 
on wild and visionary projects. ‘The Florida war had 
already cost $20,000,000 or 325,000,000. Besides, the 
Government had originally given ‘Texas for Florida, 
and they were now throwing away the country itself, 
for all practical purposes, and had been doing so for 
four or five years. Mr P. believed that, if the late 
Executive could only have foreseen what was to hap- 
pen, he would have dragged the whole Territory as 
with a net, and swept the Indians to a man beyond the 
Mississippi. And Mr. P. now demanded that this war 
should be prosecuted effectually, and terminated at once. 
It was demanded by the South, by the interests of com- 
merce, and by all the duties which we owe to humanit 
and civilization, that it should be done at once, wit 
the whole force aud power, if necessary, of the United 
States. 

This bill was a proposition for military colonization; 


ifor the settlement as well as the armed occupation of 
| Florida. 
_army, but by settlement. 
| principle. The conquest of the country should be made 


The conquest was to be made, not by an 
Mr. P. was averse to such a 


the Territory of Florida, so as to rescue the people of | at once by an adequate force, or the war should be ter- 


the United States from their depredations and murders. 
No one more than Mr. P. desired the attainment of this 
object, and no one more deplored the inefficient and im- 
potent measures which had been resorted to to effect the 
purpose ay ogee And he hoped he would be permit- 
ted to say that one great reason of the lagging condi- 
tion of the Florida war, and a main cause why it had 
cost so much money and blood, was the want of the 
proper attention of Congress to the subject. 

Mr. P. would have been happy as a Senator if Gov- 
ernment had performed this duty. But they had not 
done it, and he believed that Congress were to a great 
extent in fault for the failure. He believed that the 
interference even of the Senate, in the proper manner, 


‘minated by treaty. 
make armed settlements. 


Congress had not the power to 
Certainly it was not to be 
found in the war power of Congress; and therefore, if 
they had a right to make armed settlements, they had 
'an equal right to make unarmed settlements r. P. 
| believed the bill itself to be inefficient, and worse than 
inefficient; but, even if it were not so, was it within the 
| power of Congress to pass it, or to provide for the arm- 
led occupation and settlement of any portion of the 
‘country? Ifit was so, why should they not extend the 
principle? Why not draw a cordon of military settle- 
ments all round the frontier? The Senator from Mis- 
_souri had estimated that it would cost about 94,000,000 
‘thus to settle the Territory of Florida. Were the Sen- 
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ate prepared to decide that they would terminate their | 


purely military system, and grant, in lieu thereof, one- 
eighth of the territory of the United States to military 
occupants? If this was done for Florida, Mr. P. saw. 
no reason why it should not be done elsewhere; and he 
would, moreover, show that every argument which had 
been used by the Senator trom Missouri applied not at 
all to Florida, but to other portions of the country. 

This country had been generally settled by hardy emi- 
grants, carrying the rifle in one hand, and the hoe in 
the other. Government had protected them as far as it 
might by its purely military powers, and had occasion- 
ally waged war on their account. The whole West 
had been obtained from the savages either by war or by 
treaty, and the Indians, under military coercion, were 
compelled to observe the faith of treaties. ‘This very 
practice was going on every day, and one of the heavi- 
est items of expense to the Government was the subsi- 
dies to the Indians for the relinquishment of their lands. 

But mark the condition of Florida now, in compari- 
son with that of the whole Western frontier. Florida 
lay in a low southern latitude, chiefly below 30 or 31 
degrees. It was mostly covered with swamps and sana 
banks, with small intervening portions of land fit tor 
cultivation, low and dangerous to the health of the 
Anglo-Saxon blood, and inviting only to those who had 
slaves to perform their labor. Now mark the difference 
between this and the Northwestern country. When set- 
tlements were made in that region, it was done by tarm- 
ers, a man and his wife, who would take possession of 
asmall productive farm tor making breadstuif more than 
for profit. But it was not so in Florida’) Who was it 
that would go to that country? It was not those who 
were willing to defend their handful of ground, and 
fight for it inch by inch, but those who had large pro- 
perty in slaves; men of wealth, who would neither have 
the will nor the power to defend and fight tor their ex- 
tensive possessions. But, in the Northwest, each fami- 
ly settled on a half or quarter section of land. ‘The set- 
Seaniions were thus made compact, and their practice 
and their habits made them hardy, daring, resolute men. 
This was the sort of men with whom to make military 
settlements, if they should be made at all. But those 
who would go to Florida were speculators, men «xpect- 
ing a bounty rather than desiring to make permanent 
settlements; and Mr. P. would now venture the predic- 
tion that if this bill should pass, a thousand even of such 
could not be obtained in ten years. 

What, then, could be expected from a measure of this 
kind, and in what time could it be carried into effect? 
And, suppose you should now call for settlers, how many 
(said Mr. P.) would you get within the year? You 
would not get five hundred. What is become of those 
who had gone there already? Sir, five or six counties 


have been deserted and desulated. And why? Because | 


they would not hazard themselves and their moveable 
property in that country, Estates that were bringing 
in $10,000 and $12,000 a year have been abandoned, 
though they had the United States troops to protect them. 
And those who were fit to go there would not go tosuch 
a scene of robbery andmurder. But if you could adver- 
tise for such a war in the West, proclaim, for instance, 
that Ross and his men were to be driven out by military 
settlers, and you would find the tide of emigration quite 
rapid enough to take possession of that country, while 
nothing in this way could be done in Florida. It would 
languish under a system not adapted to it, while other 
portions of the country were rapidiy settling. 

Sir, to prolong the time of eifecting this object is a 
matter of the highest consideration. Will any one say 
that Florida cannot be conquered? If the head of the 
War Department will say so, very well. So let it be; 
and we can then devise some method of settlement. But 
I believe that it can be conquered, and that it can be 
done now. And I will go further: If Congress had ta- 
ken the right course at the last session, the result would 
now have been otherwise. And ifthe gallant General 
who figures so largely in the pacification of this con- 
test—I believe, if he had not been sent on his errand of 
peace and mercy, peace and security would have been 
now restored. isut no one, says the gentieman from 

issouri, proposes any other than this measure, and it 
is, theretore, this or nothing. Sir, I believe this is no- 





= 


thing, and worse than nothing, because it will serve as 
a pretext for avoiding more vigorous measures. 

General Scott was first sent into that country ; but 
there was a gentlemaa who superseded him, and that 
gentleman, having operated in his own way for some 
time, at length came to the conclusion that the original 
project formed by General Scott was the true and only 
one which could be effectual. And I believe the people 
generally fell into the notion that if Scott had not been 
superseded, the war would have been terminated at most 
by one or two campaigns. His plan was the establish- 
ment of a multitude of posts, with flying squadrons, 
who should hunt up and drive the Indians from the 
country. And I believe this is the true and only effec- 
tual plan. Those Indians are now, and they have been 
always, more or less subject to no particular chief, orto 
no order and discipline. They are now, especially, dis- 
persed, and subject to no particular chiet. They are 
irregular bandits, and the object, therefore, is to clear 
from these bandits a country of difficult access. A cam- 
paign can last only from October to April, and this time 
is to be taken advantage of, and they are to be cleared 
from the country-as were the bandits of Italy. 


Sir, I will not go so far back as the Senator from 
Missouri, for I am not so well versed as he or the Sena- 
tor from Ohio in the history of the Jews. But I have 
known a case of more modern date, in which the bandits 
of Italy were driven out by Bonaparte. He beat up the 
Pontine marshes, and every man of them fled, or was 
captured. ‘This is what ought to be done in Florida. 


General Taylor adopted the plan of posts and march- 
ing squadrons, and was apparently on the point of suc- 
cess, when our general in-chief was sent with the olive 
branch. He had forty posts north of the head waters of 
the St. John’s, and they had possession of the whole of 
that country. The plan thus devised had been adopted 
by the Administration, and it was arrested only by the 
mission of General Macomb. And it is the only method 
that can successfully be resorted to by the United States. 
It is not for me to make suggestions, except such as ap- 
pearon the face of the proceedings in that country. This 
plan was once adopted; and no one can say that it has 
failed, for it was arrested by General Macomb. Let it 
be again adopted, and if there is not force enough, send 
on ten, fifteen, twenty thousand men, and it will cost 
but a tithe of what this system requires. Put them un- 
der the command of an efficient General, Taylor or 
Ciinch, or the General-in-chief; send him there, and, 
instead of the forty posts taken by General Taylor, let 
him establish two luedved if necessary, with marching 
squadrons. Place such a cordon of posts across the 
peninsula of Florida, and the country would be swept 
by ten thousand men, so that there would not be an In- 
dian left in the Territory. And this would permanently 
be the case, if, in addition to these, there should be some 
in the rear kept up with small forces. 


These fastnesses of Florida are now filled by a strange 
intermixture of negroes and savages. It is an asylum 
for runaway negroes; and do you propose to send a 
slave population there who will have every inducement 
to join the Indians? Sir, you must first clear the coun- 
try as with a military net, and then will settlements be 
made, and not till then; and I believe, if 10,000 men 
were entrusted to General Taylor or Clinch, this pro- 
ject would be immediately carried through. 

Sir, I am disposed to infuse energy into this enter- 
prise, and assist it to the utmost, by the whole country if 
necessary. I am willing to aid the Department in any 
way. I believe this measure did not originate with the 
Department; but wherever it originated, it is too ineffi- 
cient. Having already spent from $20,000,000 to $30,- 
000,000, let us now put an end to it, at whatever cost. 
I would have humanity extended to the Indians in the 
utmost degree that is compatible with the interests of 
the country. Our object is not to kill but to catch them. 
This process must be gone through, and if lands are to 
be given, it is better to give them somewhere else, to 
those who will catch these Indians. 

Mr. P. concluded with the declaration that he did 
not oppose this bill as giving too much power, but as 





ineflicient and impotent. He was sorry now that this 


‘bill was rejected at the last session, for otherwise its 
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inefficiency would by this time have been practically | the occupation of Florida by bodies of armed settlers. 


proved. 

The Senate went into Exccutive session, the subject 

still being up. | 
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 8. | 

The Vice President communicated to the Senate a 
Report from the Secretary of War, in reply to a resolu- 
tion of the 27th Dec., asking what effect would be pro- 
duced on the army by permitting officers over the age of 
60 years to retire on half pay. 

The bill for the armed occupation of Florida was 
again considered in Committee of the Whole; Mr Cray, 
of Ala., advocating its principles, and replying to the 
remarks of Mr. Presron, of yesterday ‘The bill was 
ordered to be engrossed, Mr. Rinsews intimating his in- 
tention to say a few words, which he could do when the 
bill was on its third reading. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 9. 

On motion of Mr. Norvetr, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire | 
into the expediency of directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to cause a steam cutter to be constructed for 
the revenue service on the Atlantic; another for that 
service in the Gulf of Mexico; and a third for the same 
service on Lake Erie and the Upper Lakes. 

Mr. Youne offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an additional appropriation of land, or of authorizing 
the issuing of land scrip, for the satisfaction of the out- 
standing military bounty land warrants, issued or to be 
issued under the authority of the U. S. to the soldiers of ; 
the late war with Great Britain, or their legal repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr. Cray, of Ala., submitted the following : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of enacting 
a law explanatory of the act of Sth May, 1792, “to re- 
gulate the pay of the non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates of the militia of the U. S.,” so as to | 
provide that field officers, commanding volunteers, regi- | 
ments or battalions, shall be allowed the same compen- | 
sation for the use and risk of horses furnished by them- | 
selves as is paid to company and staff oflicers in such 
command; and that such additional sum shall be paid to 
field officers who have served in Florida during the late 
troubles with the Seminole Indians. 

FRIDAY, JAN. 10. 

The Vice Presivenr communicated to the Senate a 
letter from the Secretary of War, with a copy of the 
records and correspondence of the Court of Inquiry and | 
Court Martial, in the case of Col. Brant. 

On motion of Mr. Watt, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation for the removal of the obstructions of the | 
Sound, or Kill, Van Kull, and in the Raritan or Prince’s | 
Bay, between the port of Perth Amboy, in the State of | 
New Jersey, and the port of New York, in the State of | 
New York, as mentioned in the report of Captains L. | 
Kearny, J. D. Sloat, and M. C. Perry, to the Secretary | 
of the Navy, dated Dec. 9, 1837. 

On motion of Mr. Young, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed 
to report to the Senate whether Rock Island, in the 
county of Rock Island, and State of Illinois, has been 
abandoned as a military post by the troops of the U. 
S.; and whether the further reservation oi the same is 
necessary for the defence of the western frontier. | 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill for | 
the occupation of Ficrida by armed settlers. 








opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Tarran moved to recommit the bill, with instruc- 
tions to make sundry amendments, the chief of which 
was understood to be, that the lands granted for armed 

ettlement should not come into possession of the set- 
tlers until January, 1342. 
On motion of Mr. Wat, the motion of Mr. Tappan, 


with his amendments, ‘vas ordered to lie on the table | 


until to-morrow, and the amendments to be printed. 
MONDAY, JAN. 13. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill for 


| 
me 
Mr. Srranoe addressed the Senate at much length in 


The question being on Mr. Tavray’s motion to recom- 
mit with sundry instructions which had been offered by 
Mr. T., and ordered to be printed. Mr. T. modified his 
motion, and moved a recommitment of the bill without 
instructions. 

Mr. Benton spoke at great length in further explana- 
tion of his views on this subject, and in reply to Mr. 
Preston and Mr. Crirrenves, at the same time charac- 
terizing the bill as peculiarly a southern measure. 

Mr. Presron said he would reply but to a single 
point in the remarks of the Senator from Missouri, who 
had emphatically pointed this out as a great southern 
measure. It was inno degree a southern measure ; and 
as a southern man, Mr. P., for one, rejected it. He 
chiefly opposed it because it would delay an object which 
all here professed to deem important. His desire was 
that the whole Territory might be open to the peaceful 
occupation of white inhabitants as soon possible. 

The bill was recommitted to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs without instructions. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 14. 

The Vice Presivenr communicated a report of the 

Secretary of War, in obedience to a resolution, asking 


| whether Rock Island was abandoned as a military post 


by the United States. 
The Sccretary states that it had not been abandoned, 
but would be retained as a post for the defence of Iowa. 
Mr. Fotron, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
reported a bill to provide for the defence of the western 
borders of Louisiana, Missouri, and Arkansas 


IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
JANUARY 10, 1840. 


Mr. Furron submitted the following report : 


The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was refer- 
red the memorial of John A. L. Norman, of Florida, 
acting under the resolutions of the Legislative Council 
of said Territory, asking Congress to grant a town- 
ship of land for the establishment of the Dade Insti- 
tute of Florida, beg leave to report : 

That the object contemplated is one which appeals at 
once to our sympathies, our gratitude, and our desire to 
hand down to posterity the names of those who have 
inet death for their country, in its most horrid forms, and 
now lie buried in the wiids of Florida; and proposing, 
as it does, to erect, as a monument to the brave dead, a 
literary institution, in which the rising generation shall 
be instructed, not only in all those branches of educa- 
tion calculated to make them valuable members of so- 
ciety and distinguished citizens, but in which they will 
ae be inspired with the most ennobling and pa- 
triotic feelings, and roused to a patriotic emulation of 
those who have freely offered up their lives in the ser- 
vice of their country, your committee cannot resist the 
inclination to entertain the proposition in the most libe- 
ral and munificent spirit. ‘The proposal to erect a 
monumental college is at once new, solemn, and strik- 
ing; and although your committee feel themselves to be 
bound by established precedents in their recommenda- 
tions of grants of lands for the purpose of education, 
yet, as this is an object entirely distinguishable from all 
others, and in which the citizens of every portion of the 
Union must feel the deepest interest—for the fathers, 
husbands, brothers, and sons of citizens of all the States 
have found unknown graves in Florida—they cannot 
but believe that the great body of the people will fully 
sanction such an appropriation of the public domain as 
is asked for, particularly when it is intended to rescue 
from oblivion the names of those departed heroes who 
have fallen in Florida, and to erect over their ashes a 
national monument of so useful, sacred, and magnificent 
a description. os A 

Your committee find that the petitioner has obtained 
the recommendation and cordial sanction of the object 
from the presidents, faculties, and students, of nearly 
every university and college in the United States. 
Every officer of the army, and of other troops who have 
served in Florida, have joined him in this appeal to the 
nation in behalf of their departed brothers; and his ef- 
forts have been hallowed by the tears and lumentat.ons 
of ths widows, orphans, friends of those who fought 
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and fell at the hands of a treacherous, an insidious, and 
merciless savage foe. ‘Thousands of the citizens of 
Florida have united their voices to those of their Gov- 
ernor and legislative council in favor of the measure ; 
and, indeed, it would seem that no American citizen 
could well withho!d his admiration and sanction of so 
laudable an undertaking. So deep an interest has Flo- 
rida taken in this noble enterprise, that she has already 
incorporated the Dade Institute, and has thus done all in 
her power towards the accomplishment of this great na- 


tional monument. ‘The gratitude of the American peo- ; 
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Ihe paid half yearly, and not exceeding the cost of cloth- 
ing for privates in the infantry service of the United 
States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, at the re- 
turn of peace and removal of the Indians, each settler 
who shall have complied with these conditions, or his 
widow and heirs at law in the event of his death, shall 
i be entitled to a bounty of three hundred and twenty acres 
of land, to be selected from any of the public Iands in 
the district in which he settled, in the peninsula of 
Florida, or east of the Suwanee river, or adjacent keys 





ple, and their desire to mark the spot on which so many | and islands ; the said selection to be made by the settler 
of their countrymen gloriously offered up their lives, | according to priority of settlement, so that first settlers 
would, your committee have no doubt, induce them to | shall have first choices ; but when two or more settlers, 
make the most liberal contributions in aid of this great} in the same district, shall have settled on the same day, 
object; but it seems to be far more appropriate that the | priority of choice between them shall be decided by lot. 
Republic itself should be the founder of such an insti-| Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
tution as is here proposed. This being a grant of land | dent shall cause frequent inspections to be made of the 
to a Territory, and within its limits, no constitutional | settlers at the stations by any officer of the line or staff, 
objection can be interposed; and in accordance with | to verify the presence of the settlers and their compli- 
these views, the commiiteee beg leave to report a bill! ance with the conditions of this act, and the actual con- 


herewith. 


The bill accompanying the above report was read and! 


ordered to a second reading. 


THE FLORIDA BILL. 


The following.is the bill which was ordered toa third 
reading in the Senate on the Sth instant, “* to provide 
for the armed occupation and settlement of that part 
of Florida which is now overrun and infested by 
marauding bands of hostile Indians.” 


Be it enacted, §c. That there shall be granted to the 
first white settlers, not exceeding ten thousand men, 
able to bear arms, who shall settle in such parts of 
Florida, east of the Suwanee and south to Cape Sable, 
as shall be designated by the President of the United 


States, a bounty of three hundred and twenty acres of | 


land each, upon the following conditions : 

First. The settlements to be in stations, designated by 
the commander of the United States troops in Florida, 
according to a general plan, to be approved by the Pres- 
ident ; not less than forty nor more than one hundred 
settlers to be at each station ; each settler to provide 
himself with arms for his defence, and implements of 
husbandry to cultivate the ground for his support, and to 


remain at his station until the Indians are removed, | 
without being absent therefrom, except temporarily, for | 
necessary supplies, or for objects connected with the | 
subsistence, security, and defence of the station ; and_ 
no settler shall absent himself from the district in which | 


he may settle, as hereinafter defined, without leave from 
the commanding officer of the United States troops 
within the district. 


Second. Each settler to engage in the cultivation of 


grain and vegetables for his own support, or for sale to 
others, for which purpose the public land about the sta- 
tion may be freely used. 

Third. Each station to be protected by block houses 
and stockades, to be put up by the settlers, with the aid 
of the United States troops. 

Fourth. Special military protection shall be given to 
each company of settlers while putting up their block- 
houses, and a general protection will be afterward given 
by a military force kept in the country. 

Fifth. The officer of the United States troops present 
at the establishment of the station shall report the names 
of the settlers to the commander of the troops, who shall 
report them to the Secretary of War, with the day on 
wnich the settler arrived ; a copy of which shail be 
evidence of the settlement. New settlers arriving after 
the establishment of the station, will report in person to 
the nearest United States officer immediately. The 
names of all the settlers shall be recorded in duplicate 
books, one book for the settlers in each district, as here- 
inafter. laid off, and a copy thereof be kept at the prin- 
cipal military station in each district. 

Sixth Rations shall be allowed to the settlers for one 
year, to be delivered at the nearest depot on navigable 
water. 

Seventh. Ammunition and arms to be furnished to the 
settlers, to be applied for at the nearest military post. 

Righth. An allowance for clothing, for one year, to 


i dition of their arms and ammunition. 

See. 4. And be it further enacted, That, as soon as 
the surveys can be safely commenced, all the public 
lands east of the Suwanee, and also in the peninsula of 
Florida and in the neighboring keys and islands, fit for 
cultivation, shall be surveyed ; and land offices shall be 


| opened for receiving, in addition to their other duties, the 


entries of the settiers who can prove a compliance with 
the conditions mentioned in this act ; and, to aid such 
proof, copies of the book containing the names of the 
settlers shall be depesited in such offices. 

Sec. 5 And be it further enacted, That one land of- 
fice shall be opened in the district of country north of 
the latitude of the mouth of the Withlacoochee ; 
another in the district south of that line and north of a 
‘line drawn across the peninsula from the southern ex- 
'tremity of Tampa Bay ; and a third in the district south 
of that line and including the remainder of the penin- 
sula ; and the settlers within these respective districts 
shall each be confined to his own district in selecting 
and entering his bounty land. 





See. 6. “nd be it further enacted, That the bounty 
,lands hereby granted shall be free of taxes, and una- 
ilienable, even by judicial sale, until the patent issues, 

and also for one year thereafter ; the said patent shall 
| issue to the original settler, ifalive, and, if dead, it shall 
then issue to his next of blood and widow, if he has left 
a widow, to be held and divided by them according to 
the laws of Florida ; and every alienation of any such 
| bounty land, even by judicial process, made before the 
issuance of the patent, or within one year thereafter, 
shall be null and void ; and the intrusive possessor, by 
virtue of any preteaded sale, lease, devise, gift, or 
transfer, contrary to this act, may be turned out of pos- 
session at any time by an action of ejectment in the name 
of the original settler, or of his widow and heirs at law, 
or any one or more of them, or in the name of any sub- 
sequent purchaser, after the said land becomes legally 
alienable ; and- full damages shall be recovered in the 
same suit against the intrusive possessor as a trespasser 
and disseizor. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the privi- 
lege of settling under this act shall cease at any time 
that the President of the United States shall declare, by 
proclamation, that the objects of this act have been ac- 
complished and fulfilled ; and any settler failing to com- 
ply with the terms and conditions of this act shall for- 
feit all rights arising under the same. 





Bioop Hounps.—We have before us a letter from 
a friend at Havana, dated November 28th, from which 
we make the following extract: ‘There has been 
much said —_ the subject of the Government having 
sent agents here to procure blood-hounds to be used in 


Florida to exterminate the Indians—one of those agents 
informed me that such was his object, and he has with- 
in a day or two returned with the conditions upon 
which they and their keepers can be procured, for the 
Government to decide. I have not the least doubt it 
is their intention to use this barbarous mode of eradi- 
cating that much injured race.”—N. Y. Com. Adv. 
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Congressional Pocuments. 





SUPERANNUATING ARMY OFFICERS. 
OFFICIAL RE?PORT 
From the Secretary of War, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate, on the subject of permitting offi- 
cers of the Army to retire on half pay. 
IN SENATE—Janvary 8, 1840. 
War Derartmenr, Janvary 7, 1840. 
Str: In reply to the resolution of the Senate of 
the 27th ultimo, asking, first, “ What would be the 
effect upon the military service of the country of a 
regulation by which all officers of the Army, on ar- 
riving at sixty years of age, sould be permitted to 
retire from the service upon half pay;” and, second, 
«* What would be the probable annual charge upon 
the Treasury by such a regulation,” I have the honor 
to submit the accompanying report by the Command- 
ing General, and venture to hope that the importance 
of the subject will be deemed sufficient apology for 
his presenting at the same time a plan calculated to 





provide for disabled officers and to render the service | 


more efficient. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. R. M. Jounson, President of the Senate. 
HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington City, Jan. 4, 1840. 

Srr: In conformity with your directions, I have 
considered the two queries contained in the resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 27th of December, 1839, viz. 


Ist. ** What would be the effect upon the military ser- | 


vice of the country of a regulation by which all offi- 
cers of the Army, on arriving at sixty years of age, 
should be perinitted to retire from service on half pay?” 
2d. «* What would be the probable annual charge upon 
the Treasury of such a regulation?” And I have the 


honor to report that, upon an examination of the pro- | 
bable ages of the officers, there does not appear to be | 


in the whole army more than eight who have arrived 
at the age of sixty, and few, if any of them, would be 
willing to retire on half pay, because the haif pay 


would be too small to afford the:n a decent subsist- | 


ence. The highest half pay would not probably ex- 
ceed thirty-seven and a half dollars a month, and the 
lowest twenty-five ; but let it be supposed that four, 


or one half of them, should retire on the half pay list, | 
say two colonels and two lieutenant colonels, the ex- | 


pense a year for the two colonels would be, at $37 50 
amontheach, - - - - - $200 00 
For the two lieutenant colonels, at 39 
amonth each, - - - - - 
Total expense a year, - - - $1,620 v9 

Of the officers above sixty years of age, there are 
many of them hearty, hale, and eilective men, capa- 
ble of rendering good service, and are now actively 
and usefully employed. 

As it is presuined that the object of the resolution 
is to allow officers who may conceive themselves un- 
fit for the active duties of the profession to retire, and 
make room for others more efficient in physical power, 
and at the same time to provide for such officers above 
sixty years of age as may be willing to retire, I would 
respectfully beg leave to suggest a plan of a more ex- 
tended nature, and on a more liberal scale of compen- 
sation, free from any expense or burden to the Gov- 
ernment, which, besides having the advantage of 
economy, would render the corps of oflicers quite ef- 


720 00 


fective, and consequently improve greatly the condi- | 


tion of the whole service. 

My plan is this: Let every officer who, from aze, 
wounds, or other infirmities, shall kecome unfit to 
perforin the duties of his office, be retired from ser- 
vice on his ordinary pay, without ratioas, or other al- 
lowances whatever; and let the officer n-xt in the line 
of promotion fill the place of such retired officer, with 
the emoluments belonging to that rank, and the pay 
of the commission fro:n which he may be promoted. 





So that, if a colonel be retired, the lieutenant colonel, 
who, according to the established rules of promotion, 
should receive the vacant coloneley, would be colonel 
with the pay of lieutenant colonel, and the emoluments 
of a full colonel. This promotion would vacate the 
lieutenant coloneley, which, in like manner, would be 
filled by the promotion of the major, who would en- 
joy the rank of lieutenant colonel, with the pay of 
| major and the emoluments of lieutenant colonel; so 
would the eldest captain be major, with-the pay of 
captain, and the rank, command, and emoluments ot 
| a major : so with the eldest first lieutenant, who would 
be captain, with the pay of first lieutenant, and the 
;emoluments of captain; and so down to the foot of the 
regiment, where there would be a vacancy, which 
| could be supplied by the brevet second lieutenant, or 
i graduate of the Military Academy, or new appoint- 
‘ment, according to circumstances. 

| Now the effect of this plan will be seen hy exhibit- 
ing the cost of a regiment as it exists, and the cost of 
a regiment with a retired colonel on ordinary pay, and 
|it will be seen that there will be an actual saving in 
| money, with the advantage that all the officers would 
| be effective. If the retired colonel shall have served 
| forty years, he will leave eight rations a day to the 
| public, which eight rations are worth, at 20 cents each, 
| (the regulated price,) $1 60 a day, or $534 a year, 
| and the additional expense of placing a second lieu- 
tenant at the foot of the regiment will be $300 a 
year, making an actual saving of $284 a year. (See 
‘table herewith, made out by the paymaster-general, 
imarked A.) Now, if the whole of the officers of the 
jarmy, supposed to be non-eifective, were retired on 
the same principle, there would be something like 
twenty officers—eleven in the artillery, and nine in 
the infantry. 

The extra rations received by these officers for long 
Service, computed at one ration for every five years’ 
service, are estimated to amount to sixty-four rations 
a day for the artillery, and fifty for the infantry; 
/making 114 rations a day saved, or 41,610 rations a 
year, at twenty cents, amounting to the sum of $8,322. 
Now, to supply the twenty vacant second lieutenan- 
cies, occasioned by the retirement of the twenty ofli- 
cers, will cost, at $390 each, $6,000 a year; which 
|sum, deducted froin $8,322, leaves a clear saving of 

$2,322 a year. 
_ By the present system, all officers receive full pay 
and emoluments, whether they are capable of service 
or not, and the effective officers are obliged to do the 
\duty of the non-eitective, without any advantage; 
i but, by the above plan, the non-effective officer will 
| have a reasonable allowance made him on being re- 
‘tired, and the officer who will be obliged to do his 
‘duty will receive advanced rank with additional 
/emoluments ; so that, if the proposed plan be adopted, 
|it may be expected that all parties interested would 
| be satisfied. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your 
' obedient servant, ALEX. MACOMB, 

Major General Commanding in Chief. 

Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War. 





| Present Organization of a Regiment of Infantry. 





























No. Rank. | Pay. | Subsist-| Fo- |Clothing| Amount 
} | enee. | rage. 
| 1 |Colonel . .| $900 | $438 | $384 $1,722 
| 2 |Servants of 168 | 146 $60 374 
1 |Lt. Colonel . 729 | 355 288 1,373 
2 |Servants . 158 145 60 37 
1 |Major . . .| 699 29° 288 1,180 
2 |Servants . 163 145 60 374 
10 |Captains . 4.390 | 2,920 7,73 
10 |Servants . . 8io 739 3090 1,870 
10 [Ist Licuts. . | 3,900 | 2,920 6,520 
10 |Servants. . | vAd | 739 390 1,870 
10 |24 Lieuts.  . 3,699 | 2,920 5,920 
10 |Servants . . | 810 | 730 300 1,870 
| 36,644 12.483 | 950} 1.080 | 31.167 
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REPORT OF THE MAJOR GENERAL COM- 
MANDING THE ARMY. 
HEAD Quanrens OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, Nov. 27, 1839. 


Six: In accordance with your instructions, dated 
the 11th of September last, I have the honor herewith, 
to submit the following statements and returns. 

Ast. A statement, showing the organization of the 
army, marked A. 

2d. A general return of the army, marked B. 

3d. Distribution of the troops in the eastern divi- 
sion, marked C. os 

4th. Distribution of the troops in the western divi- 
sion, marked D. 

5th. A statement, showing the number of recruits 
enlisted in the army from the Ist of October, 1838, to 
the 30th of September, 1839, marked E. 

6th. A return, showing the number of troops under 
command of Brigadier General Taylor, serving in 
Florida against the Seminole Indians, marked F. 

During the past year, the army has been employed 
in all sections of the country, but the most consider- 
able portions of it have been serving in Florida and 
on the northern frontier. 

The troops in Fiorida, under the command of 
Brigadier General Taylor, have been most actively 
engaged with the Seminole Indians, and notwith- 
standing every effort has been made to bring them to 
action, such have been the dispersed state of the In- 
dians, and the peculiar nature of the country, that they 
have been enabled to avoid pursuit, except in a few 
instances. 

General Taylor revorts, that on the 20th of October, 
the day fixed for their removal, he succeeded, without 
compulsion, in embarking the whole of the Apalachee 
Indians, about 220 in number, in vessels to convey 
them to their new homes, beyond the Mississippi ; 





thus ridding Middle Florida of a horde of trouble- 
soine and dangerous savages; and on the 25th of Feb- 
ruary, he also shipped to the country allotted them 
beyond the State of Arkansas, 196 Indians and Ne- 
groes. Besides this diminution of the Indian force, 
there are collected at St. Augustine, about 50 prison- 
ers, who will be transported to the West to join their 
brethren now there. 

Although the troops have not been successful in 
bringing the enemy to battle, their exertions to do so 
have been great; they have performed much labor in 
building forts, in opening roads, and constructing 
bridges, causeways, &c. the number of new forts being 
fifty three, the extent of wagon road being eight hun- 
dred and forty-eight miles, of causeway and bridges 
three thousand six hundred and forty three feet ; and 
this done since my last annual report, besides which 
every hammock and swamp between Fort Mellon and 
Tallahassee, quite across the country, has been tho- 
roughly searched by detachments of troops in endea- 
voring to discover the hiding places of the enemy. 
General Taylor has furnished a most excellent and 
minute topographical map of Florida, which, together 
with areport of his operations in that Territory, is 
hereto annexed, marked G. 

On the northern frontier the troops have been sta- 
tioned in positions where it is supposed they may 

e instrumental in maintaining the relations of peace 
with the neighboring provinces, and in carrying into 
efiect the provisions of the act of Congress for the 
preservation of neutrality on our frontier. The troups 
stationed on the northern frontier are the Ist, 2d, and 
4th regiments of artillery, and the 8th regiment of 
infantry, being one regiment more than was there last 
season. 

The Ist regiment of dragoons, stationed on the 
western frontier, has been usefully employed in sup- 
pressing a spirit of hostility exhibited among the 
Missouri Indians. Colonel Kearny made an expedi- 
tion with four companies of his regiment up the 


Missouri, on its right bank, as far as the Otoe nation | 


and the new country of the Pottawatomies in the 
month of September, which had the effect of quieting 
the apprehensions of difficulty in that quarter.. Two 
other squadrons of the same regiment are engaged in 
building a fort, called Fort Wayne, near the line of the 
State of Arkansas, about half way between Forts 
Leavenworth and Gibson. These squadrons also 
furnished last spring an escort to a caravan of traders 
to Sante Fe, in Mexico. 

The Cherokees, on account of some internal diffi- 
culties among themselves, have caused much uneasi- 
ness to the trontier settlements: in consequence, a 
detachment of five companies of the Ist regiment of 
dragoons, from Fort Leavenworth, has marched to 
wards Fort Gibson and two companies of the 3d regi- 
ment of infantry, have been ordered from Fort Jesup 
to Fort Gibson, where the whole of the 4th regiment 
of infantry is now concentrated; hoping, that by a 
timely display of force and the usual judicious exer- 
cise of authority, on the part of Brigadier General 
Arbuckle, who commands In that quarter, tranquillity 
may be restored, without bloodshed or danger to the 
safety of the frontier. 

Coneress having signified its desire that the diffi- 
culties with the Seminole Indians might be ac- 
commodated, by means of a treaty, appropriated the 
sum of five thousand dollars for that purpose, at its 
last session and, with a view of fulfilling the ex- 
pressed wish of that body, I received instructions 
from the War Department, in the month of March, to 
proceed to Florida and endeavor to open a communi- 
cation with the chiefs of the hostile bands. 

On the 22d of March, I left Washington for Garey’s 
Ferry, on Black creek, in Florida, and arrived there 
on the 5th of April, where I had the good fortune to 
meet with Brigadier General Taylor, commander of 
the forces in Florida, and Colonel Twiggs, of the 2d 
regiment of dragoons, commanding the district. 
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Having conferred with these gentlemen, on the state 
of affairs and the disposition of the Indians, in refer- 
ence to the war, I determined at once to send out run- 
ners to the Indians, to inform them of my arrival and 
of my wish to meet them at Fort King on the Ist of 
May. Accordingly, Colonel Twiggs despatched two 
of the Indians prisoners, from Garey’s Ferry, with 
proper instructions. Directions were, at the same 
time, sent to Lieutenant Colonel Harney, who was 
then supposed to be in the vicinity of Key Biscayne, 
to open a communication with the Indians in that 
quarter, and to invite their chiefs, particularly Apiaka 
the head chief, to meet me at Fort King on the Ist of 
May. 

General Taylor was furnished with a copy of my 
instructions, and directed to carry into execution that | 
part of them which related to the protection of the 
exposed settlements between the Suwanee and Talla- 
hassee, which, however, he had anticipated by the 
establishment of posts throughout the country, garri- 
soned by regulars, militia and volunteers ; he was 
also authorized to employ an additional force of vol- 
unteers or militia, not exceeding one thousand moun- 
ted men, or one thousand foot and five hundred | 
mounted, and was also requested to use his endea- 
vors to open a communication with the hostile bands 
through the means of his interpreters and the friendly 
Indians attached to him, and to advise them of the 
meeting contemplated to be held at Fort King. It 
was the general belief that no communication could 
be opened with the hostile bands, as they had declared 
that they would, on no account, receive any messen- 
gers, but that they would kill the bearer of any mes- 
sage, without regard to color, friend or foe, and they 
had actually, in several instances, put this threat in 
execution. 

During the interval between my arrival at Garey’s 
Ferry, and the Ist of May, the day proposed for the 
meeting, I availed inyself of the time to visit the posts 
on the St. John’s, and to inspect such troops as were 
at hand. 

On the 25th of April, I set out for Fort King with 
an escort of about sixty dragoons, and arrived at that 

ost on the 27th ; where I found Lieut. Colonel Whist- 

er, with a garrison of about forty five men, and was 
joined a few days afterward by another detachment of 
sixty dragoons, from Pilatka, A cainp was im- 
mediately formed, near the fort, for the accomodation 
of head quarters, and the troops and suitable arrange- 
ments were made for the reception of the Indians. 

Brigadier General Taylor having concerted his plans 
for the defence of. the settlements, joined me at Fort 
King, on the 30th of April, according to previous a- 
greement, and remained with me until the 6th of May, 
when he departed for Tampa, under the impression 
that none of the Indians would come in, especially as 
the runners who had returned, reported that they bad 
seen no Indians, and those who were out had not yet 
been heard from. In this state of suspense, the time 
was occupied in improving the condition of the troops. 
At length, on the 7th of the month, a report was re- 
ceived, that the runners had fallen in with a party of 
hostile Indians, and had communicated to a the 
fact of my being at Fort King, and the object of my 
arrival there. On the 9tha Seminole chief, with 
seven of his warriors, came in with a white flag, con- 
ducted by one of our interpreters; the object of the 
mission was explained to him, with which he seemed 
much pleased, and promised -to spread the report 
among his people, stating, however, that they were 
scattered over the country in small parties not ex- 
ceeding five or six warriors, and that it would be dif- 
ficult to find them; but that he would use his best 
endeavors to collect them, and bring them to ree me. 
After this, the Indians were continually arriving, and 
finally, the day for the conference was fixed on the 
18th of the month. 

Lieutenant Colonel Harney, accompanied by Chitto 
Tustanugge, the great war chief ofthe tribes associated 


with Apiaka, attended by Ochi-Hajo, a brother of 
Blue Snake, arrived from Cape Florida, the cay be- 
fore the council: a negro interpreter of considerable 
cleverness, named Sandy, was also of the party. 

The next day (the 18th) the council wasaccordinge 
ly held, when it was explained to the Indians, that the 
object was to make peace, that they would all be per- 
mitted to retire to a district of country on the east side 
of the peninsula below Pease ercek, showing them on 
the map the exact country referred to, which they 
seemed perfectly to understand, The chiefs were then 
to collect their people and remain quiet, and if they 
did so, they would be protected from the intrusion of 
the whites, by stationing troops in their vicinity; but if 
they went out of the district assigned them, they would 
be considered as enemies and treated accordingly; that 
either I or some other person would in the autumn 
meet them on Pease creek, when the whole nation 
would be assembled and further arrangements entered 
into with them, with which they all seemed perfectly 
satisfied, and agreed to comply with the conditions 
offered them. They asked time to enable them to 
collect and remove their families to Pease creek, and 
two months were granted them, from the day of the 
conference. 

Matters being thus arranged, I made them some 
presents in token of the good feeling of government 
towards them ; they expressed themselves greatly 
gratified and understood distinctly what they promised 
to perform. Chitto Tustanuggee signified a wish that 
there might be a trading house established on Pease 
creek, for the accommodation of the Indians, so that 
there would be no necessity for going beyond the li- 
mits assigned thei, to exchange their peltries and 
other commodities for articles essential to them, and 
requested that Lieut. Colonel Harney might be ap- 

ointed to establish a fort and trading house poode 4 
ingly, which was all promised. Chitto Tustanuggee, 
with his friends, under the protection of Lieut. 
Colonel Harney, returned to Cape Florida, and all the 
others departed, on the 23d, to their respective desti- 
nations, apparently with good feelings. 

This state of things continued until the 23d of July, 
when a treacherous attack was made on the detach. 
ment stationed on the Caloosahatchee river, which 
had been sent there to establish the trading house 
and post agreeably to the terms of the agreement 
made, on the 18th of May, at Fort King. The fulfil- 
ment of this part of the agreement was, as requested, 
intrusted to Fieut. Colonel Harney. Lieut. Colonel 
Harney reports, that on the day preceding the attack, 
he arrived at the establishment on the Caloosahatchee, 
intending to remain there several days; on his arrival, 
he found that all the chiefs who were to have met 
him there, had not arrived. He, therefore, took the 
opportunity to run down to Sanybel island, at the 
mouth of the river, where he was actively engaged in 
hunting wild hogs, for the subsistence of the detach- 
ment; that he returned to the camp late at night, 
much fatigued, and threw himself on his conch, and 
fell asleep. Having no commissioned officer with 
him, he intrusted the post to the charge of a sergeant, 
in whom he had great confidence ; he was awakened 
about daybreak, by the firing and yells of the Indians, 
who had got possession of the camp and killed the 
sergeant and more than one-half of his men. Eleven 
soldiers and five citizens were killed; eight soldiers 
and two citizens escaped. Seven of the soldiers, tak- 
ing refuge in a small sail boat, then ying off in the 
stream, in which the two citizens fortunately had 
slept that night, as soon as possible weighed anchor, 
and, favored by a light breeze, slipped off unperceived 
by the Indians. The colonel himself escaped with 








great difficulty, and after walking fifteen miles down 
the river, followed by one soldier, came to a canoe, 
which he had left there the evening previous, and suce 
ceeded, by this means, in getting on board the sail 
boat, where he found those who had escaped in her, 
The Indians had exhibited the utmost friendship, _ 
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immediately previous to the attack, but Lieutenant 
Colonel Harnicy had, nevertheless, given orders to ihe 
sergeant, to take the same precautions as if he doubt- 
ed their sincerity; he returned to the camp on the 
night of the day of the attack, but found no one liv- 
ing ; he remained, however, at the mouth of the river 
until the evening of the second day after the attack, 
nhopes of picking up some of the party who might 
have escaped, but i vain. 
On Lieut. Colonel Harney’s arrival at Key Bis- 
cayne, six days after, he found Chitto Tustanuggee 
there with his family, waiting to be conveyed to the 
Caloosahatchee. Chitto Tustanuggee asserted that 
he had no knowledge of the hostile intentions of the 
Indians at the Caloosahatchee, and no participation 
in their deeds, and after an interview with Apiaka, 
declared, that they would have blood for blood, to re- 
venge the outrage. Since these occurrences, how- 
ever, events have taken place, which show that these 
professions were of no avail. 
About this time a rumor was spread among the In- 
dians, encamped near Fort Lauderdale, by the inter- 
reter Sandy, a negro of great influence among the 
Tadiene, that the intention of the agreement at Fort 
King was to entrap the Indians, at the Caloosahatchee, 
for the purpose of forcing them to emigrate. A por- 
tion of the Indians believed this to be the case, while 
others doubted it; but their distrust in the whites at 


length gaining the ascendant, the rumor was almost) 


universally believed, and a renewed course of treache- 
rous hostility was begun, near Fort Lauderdale, by 
those who had been apparently most friendly, includ- 
ing Chitto Tustanuggee and his party. 

The results of the repeated etiorts of Government 
to influence these Indians, by measures of kindness 
and benevolence, will warrant the conclusion, that it 
is futile to attempt any other course towards them, 
than that of the greatest rigor and severity. ‘The na- 
tural distrust between the white and red man, has at 
len amounted to an entire want of confidence on 
both sides ; the proneness of the Indians to take the 
lives of the whites, without regard to sex or condi- 
tion, whenever it is in their power to do so, and the 
insidious rumors let loose among them, through the 
interpreters, by designing individuals and those who 
are interested in proionging the war, form a barrier to 
the renewal of any ood feeling on either side. 

The Indians in Florida are now separated into se- 
veral different parts of the Territory, and under va- 
rious leaders, whose authority extends only over their 
immediate followers, and it appears impracticable for 
them to have, at present, any great national council, 
or to agree in any concerted measures under one 
leader. Those chiefs who once had sway over the 
greater number of these Indians, have been nearly all 
removed to the west, or annihilated. 

Pending the suspension of hostilities with the In- 
dians, soine of the companies, serving in Florida, 
whose terms of service were about to expire, were 
ordered to the north for the purpose of being recruit- 
ed in physical and numerical strength. ‘hey are 
now again in Florida, completed to their respective 
establishments, with considerable additions of recruils 
for the several regiments. 

In the month of June, a camp was established near 
Trenton, New Jersey, for the purpose of instructing 


the troops in the various duties appertaining to their 


respective arms. ‘The state of the service, however, 
did not admit of drawing from the various frontiers as 
great a number of troops as was originally contem- 
plated; still, the measure was attended with benefi- 


cial results, which [ had an opportunity of witnessing, | 


personally, in September last, just before the break- 


ing up ° the camp. 

oth of the inspectors general, having been em- 
ployed upon acourt martial of long continuance, have 
not inspected, within the last year, all the troops; 
such as they have inspected, have been reported gene- 


rally in good condition. 
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The efficiency of the line of the army is much im- 
paired, by the number of officers detached to serve in 
the statt, who, as far as regards the regiments to which 
they belong, may be considered non-effective. For 
instance, there are six assistant adjutants general, 
twenty-eight assistant quartermasters, and four com- 
missaries of subsistenee, all taken from the line, and 
still holding their rank in their respective regiments. 
Most of these officers are captains of companies ; the 
consequence is, that there are many companies com- 
manded by lieutenants. 

I cannot too strongly recommend that the officers 
of the Quartermaster’s and Subsistence Departments, 
whose duties are wholly out of the line, be perma- 
nently separated {from their regiments, or that some 
provision be made for supplying their places by new 
appointment or promotion, as the case may require ; 
for every company ought to have an effective captain 
and at least two lieutenants. It has frequently hap- 
pened that, in Florida and on the western frontier, 
there have been companies without a single officer 
present to command them ; so that officers not belong- 
ing to the companies have been detached, not on 
from their proper companies, but from other regi- 
nents, to take the temporary charge of such compa- 
nies, much to the detriment of the serviee. 

In the year 1799, on the recommendation of Gene- 
ral Washington, an excellent provision was made, b 
law, for securing the proper number of officers in ouh 
regiment and company, and such a provision, if now 
revived, would be of great importance to the line of 
the army. Itis this: In order to keep the necessary 
complement of officers in each regiment, it was pro- 
vided, that the staif officers of the regiment, as adju- 
tant, quartermaster, or paymaster, was each an addi- 
tional officer, selected from the subalterns ; and that a 
company should not be without its complement of 
officers, their places were supplied by promotion, or 
new appointment, as the case might require ; so that 
each company had its captain and two subalterns ef- 
fective. So with other branches of the staff; every 
ofiicer detached to serve as an aid-de-camp to a 


general officer, or as an assistant to the adjutant gene- 








ral, if taken from his regiment, beeame a supernume- 
rary in his grade, and his place was supplied by the 
promotion of the officer next in rank, or the appoint- 
ment of an officer at the foot of the regiment, to fill 
the vacancy, thus keeping up the number of officers 
effective in the regiment. Such a provision ought 
now to be revived, to render the line etlective in offi- 
cers, as the companies have been greatly increased in 
numerical strength, by the law of July 5, 1838, and, 
consequently, require the full complement of officers 
to command them. ‘The assistant quartermasters, 
twenty-eight in number, and the four assistant com- 
missaries of subsistence, making an aggregate of 
thirty-two officers, nearly equal to the number of offi- 
cers for a whole regiment, now taken from the line, 
ought to be permanently separated, and without an 

connexion with the line, as the regiments, with their 
present numerical strength, cannot bear so great a 
draft upon their officers, most of them being captains 
of companies. Our army is employed in so many 
ways, so distant from the centre of the nation, and 
always, on the frontiers, in an attitude of war, that it 


‘requires the greatest vigilance to maintain its disci- 





| pline, and tie attention of all the officers to render it 


eliective. - 


In addition to the above, I would respectfully sub- 
mit to your consideration the propriety of some legal 
provisions being made for officers obs may become 
superannuated or unfit for duty, by infirmities, the re- 
suit of exposure in ihe line of their duty, who would 


cheertuliy retire from the service if they had the means 
of support; and I feel confident that the following 
plan, while it would render the corps of officers most 
etiective, and create no additional expense to Govern- 


ment, if adopted, weuld be highly beneficial to the 
public service. 
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Let every officer who may be superannuated or un- 
fit for service retire from the army on his pay proper, 
without any other emolument or allowance, and let 
the officer who, according to the rules of promotion, 
would as in ordinary cases fill his place, be promoted; 
but, in such case, as long as the retired officer should 
live, the officer thus promoted should receive only the 

ay of the commission which he held at the time of 
his promotion to the rank of the retired officer. Thus, 
a retired colonel would receive seventy-five dollars a 
month, and the lieutenant colonel promoted to fill his 
place would have the rank of colonel with the pay of 
a lieutenant colonel, and the rations, forage, and other 
allowances of a colonel, and so the major, who would 
in consequence become lieutenant colonel, would re- 
ceive the pay of a major, with the rations, forage, 
&c. of a lieutenant colonel; the senior captain would 
be a major, with the pay of captain, and the allowances 
of a major; the senior first lieufenant would become a 
captain, with the pay of first lieutenant, and the emolu- 
ments of a captain; the senior second lieutenant would 
become first lieutenant, with the pay of second lieu- 
tenant; and, finally, the brevet second lieutenant would 
become second lieutenant; so that the officers perform- 
ing the duties of these grades, respectively, would 
each have a rank corresponding with their respective 
duties, with increased emoluments, and every grade 
would thus become effective to the service : but, as it 
now is, the officer who is not fit for service receives 
all the pay and all the allowances of an effective offi- 
eer, while the officer, who is obliged to supply his 
place and do his duty, gets neither rank nor advantage 
of any sort. It will be seen that, by the proposed ar- 
rangement, there will be an actual economy, as the 
service would be more efficient, inasmuch as there 
would be officers capable of performing the duties of 
every ees and, consequently, the public interest 
would be perfectly guarded, which cannot be the case 
while there is a deficiency of officers in any regiment 
or corps. 
I beg leave again to draw the attention of the De- 
eat to the fact, that there is no provision made 

y law for the widows and orphans of the officers of 

the regular army, who may die in consequence of 
wounds received, or diseases contracted, by exposure 
in the service; while there is a provision of that na- 
ture for all other descriptions of troops, whether mi- 
litia, rangers, sea-fencibles, or volunteers, as will ap- 
pear by the act of the 4th of July, 1836. There are 
the widows of several meritorious officers and soldiers 
now suffering by the deprivation of their natural pro- 
tectors, who have sacrificed their lives in their coun- 
try’s service, to whom the extension of the provision 
of that law would be a great relief, and I am sure, 
with a knowledge of that fact, you will see the justice 
of urging on Congress the application of the benefits 
of that law to the widows and orphans of the members 
of the regular army, who have thus died in the service 
of their country. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 

most obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, 


Mujor General Commanding ia Chief. 
To the Hon. J. li. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 





E. OWEN & Co., 
MILITARY AND NAVAL MERCHANT TAILORS, 
NEAR FULLER’S HOTEL, PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 


BES leave to inform their patrons of the Army and Navy, 
that they have made arrangements to receive, direct from 
London, guid and silver Epauiets, Embroidery, gold and sil 
ver Lace, and all the articies necessary for the equipimeut of offi- 
cers fur either service, of a very superior quality. 

To the officers of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, they 
would respectfully state that they have at length succeeded -in 
procuring complete sets of English embroidery for their Corps, 
the quality of which has been acknowiedged by gentlemen of the 
Corps of anquestionable taste and judgment, to be the richest and 
arrest workinauship of the kind ever ofiered to the pubiie, 


WASHINGTON CITY, 
THURSDAY, ........00: JANUARY 16, 1840. 





In calling the notice of our readers to the commu- 
nication of Lieut. Mackenzre, in this day’s Chroni- 
cle, we would cite it as an example worthy of imita- 
tion by others. By resorting to the Chronicle as a 
medium for making known discoveries and improve- 
ments, for dissertations on professional subjects, and 
for lighter essays on the thousand incidents and ob- 
jects that every officer meets with in his adventures, 
by sea and land, it may be rendered not only invalua- 
ble to members of both services, but exceedingly in- 
teresting to the general reader. 

May we not hope that a spirit of emulation will be 
aroused, to contribute to the columns of this paper all 
that is deserving of note. No pursuits are more full 
of ‘moving accidents by flood and field” than are 
those of the soldier and sailor. 





§G- Several editorial articles,” prepared for this 
number at a late hour, are unavoidably crowdedout. 


ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON, 

Jan. 8—Capt. J.G.Barnard,CorpsEngrs., MrsLatimer’s 
9—Capt. W. C. De Hart, 2d arty., Mrs. Brereton’s 
10—Capt. W. W. S. Bliss, A. A. G., Mrs. Latimer’s 
12—Lieut. W. H. French, 1st arty., J. Hoban’s 
13—Lieut. J. R. D. Burnett, 2d infy., Fuller’s 
13—Assist. Sur. B. M. Byrne, army, Polk’s 
14—Gen. J. E. Wool, Insp. Gen., Fuller’s 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
WasHINGTON, JAN. 15, 1840. 

Army—Capt. A. Canfield, Major E. Kirby, Major 
D. Randall 5, Capt. A. J. Swift 2, Capt. Thos. Swords. 
Navy—Lieut. 8. [J.] L. Ball, Lieut. E. B. Bontell, 
[Boutwell,] P. Mid. Levin Handy, Lieut. B. W. Hun- 
ter, Lieut. S. P. Lee, Passed Mid. J. W. Read, Purser 
Sterrett Ramsey. 

Marine Corrs—Lieut. Theodore Sloan, 


— 


Communications. 


NEW METHOD OF CLEARING HAWSE. 


In clearing hawse with chain cables there is often 
great difficulty in lashing the cables together so that the 
weight of the clearing cable, especially in deep water, 
shall not carry it down through the lashings to the 
bottom. The hawser too, that is bent to the clearing 
cable below the turns in the hawse, is also very apt 
to slip, owing to the difficulty of making the clinch of 
a stout hawser jam round the chain. When it is 
blowing fresh the boat which is sent under the bows 
is very apt to be stove, or have her gunwale torn off, 
and the men engaged in lashing the cables to be 
washed by the sea and spray. ‘The operation is al- 
ways tedious in heavy weather, and the clearing cable 
more or less liable to get away, when it is most impor- 
tant to have a clear hawse, and the use of all the 
ground tackle. 

To obviate this difficulty, while first lieutenant of 
the Independence, I introduced a new method of 
clearing hawse into that ship, with the approbation of 
her commander. A stout hawser had a thimble and 
shackle spliced into it to take the chain on the flat 
part of the links, so as to hold it securely. Two 
simaller hawsers, for clear hawse rope and veering 
line, had sister hooks spliced into them. If there was 
neither wind nor tide to taughten the cables, the riding 
cable was hooked and triced up by the hawse pendant in 
the usual way. Ifthe riding cable was taught enough to 
bring the turns above the water, tricing up the riding 
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cable was of course unnecessary. The stout hawser 
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being pointed out of the spare hawse-hole on the side of 
the clearing cable was shackled on to the clearing ca- 
ble below the turns by a man lowered under the head 
in a bowline; the hawser handled well taught, the 
cable unbitted and unsnackled, the veering line hooked 
to the end of the chain, the hook moused, and a turn 
taken with the veering line over the bit-head. At 
the same time the end of the clear hawse rope was 
passed out along side of the clearing cable, taken 
round the riding cable clear of turns, brought back 
and hooked to the end of the chain. The clear hawse 
rope being well manned, slack out the veering line, 
walk away with the clear hawse rope, and rouse in 
the cable. If there is more than an elbow the opera- 
tion is of course repeated. 

This method has the advantage of great security, 
saving of time, and of wear and tear of boats, as well 
as of exposure of the best men on the forecastle, who 
always put themselves forward to perform the uncom- 
fortable and sometimes dangerous service of lashing 
the cables, and bending the hawser. In lying along- 
side of a British line of battle ship in Spithead, in a 
fresh breeze with a considerable sea, the Independence 
cleared her hawse in ten minutes, whilst the men and 
boats of the British ship were exposed for hours un- 
der the bows, and were obliged at last to give up the 
attempt, and leave the ship with a foul hawse. 

I subsequently introduced this method on board the 
Dolphin and Fairfield. In the River of Plate it was 
attended with the greatest advantage. The pamperos 
usually come on with a sudden shiit of wind from N. 
E. to 8. E. and S. W. which invariably makes a foul 
hawse, at a time when it is of the last importance to 
have itopen. By this method it eatin always be 
cleared in a period ranging from five to ten minutes, 
and generally in three minutes from unshackling the 
cable until it was again secure. 

Believing that this method of clearing hawse has 
never been used in our own or in other services, ex- 
cept in the vessels I have named, unless it has been 
adopted from them into others, I have been induced 
thus to lay it before the navy, from a full conviction 
of the great convenience, safety, and preservation of 
boats and men which it involves. 

ALEX. SLIDELL MACKENZIE, Lieut. 

New York, 10 Jan. 1840. 


SCENES IN FLORIDA. 
A LEAF FROM MY JOURNAL. 

Our vessel arrived off the Musquito Bar early in the 
morning, but finding it unsafe at that hour to attempt 
to pass in, we lay off until arise of the tide should give 
depth enough for the schooner’s draft. The sun rose 
insigare | rom the bed of the ocean, lighting up the 
ong white line of the shore to the west of us, which 
stretching away far to the northward and southward, 
lost itself at length in a dim and flickering point, 
scarcely discernible from the ocean’s wave. Along 
the whole coast of Florida the same monotonous as- 
pect prevails; a low flat shore, a smooth sandy beach, 
with scarcely a distinguishing mound or tree to serve 
for the mariner’s land mark. Our prow was now di- 
rected towards the entrance. The breakers were 
lifting high their foamy crests and growling voices, as 
if to bid us beware how we tempted the dangerous 
pass. But there was a small track of comparatively 
smooth water, well known to our good old veteran at 
the helm, through which if he could guide the vessel 
in spite of the transverse currents, all would be safe. 
His weather-beaten countenance showed some anxious 
lines when the man at the chains sung out “ nine 
feet,” with the heavy schooner plunging and rearing at 
every surge ; but he knew his round and his craft, 
and after one more minute of keen suspense, our 
water deepened and we moved on, safely and smoothly 
into the calm roadstead of New Smyrna. What a 
anal from that incessant tossing we had just es- 

' 





who would ever goto sea if they could stay upon 
land? Whence is that secret charm which reconciles 
the mariner to a life on shipboard—nay weds him to 
the ocear billows with a fondness that admits of no 
divorce! What is there in the turbulent excitement 
of a sea voyage, so alluring as to compensate for the 
utter loss of comfort and repose which Neptune exacts 
of all his votaries! But custom, I recollected, inures 
us to all things, even the most revolting. What, for 
instance, is there in the seaman’s infatuation more 
surprising than that of the tobacco eater, who can 
learn to love and doat on that “ vile weed,”’ which to 
the primitive taste, is the most nauseous of all nau- 
seous things ! 

But landsmen were we, all of us; and the bright 
level sheet of water, over which our bark was now 
gaily tripping, presented a scene far more congenial 
to our hearts than any old ocean could offer, even in 
his sublimest moods. As we moved up the river, our 
eyes were attracted by a little wooded bluff at our left 
hand, on the summit of which was a small paling,erclo- 
sing the graves, as we were told, of some murdered 
\seamen who had been found there and buried by our 
troops the autumn before. Such was our first saluta- 
tion on entering this devoted territory ; one of the 
thousand monuments, scattered over its surface, of 
Seminole barbarity. But we passed on, unwillin 
that any such sad reflections should usurp the maiaa 
‘and draw the attention from the bright scenery which 
,hature was presenting to us at every turn in new and 
‘varied forms. For two or three miles the banks on 
our right hand were little else than marsh and man- 

grove thicket, and onthe left some sandy mounds 
| covered with low scrub. But these gloomy features 
‘of the landscape served as advantageous foils to the 
beautiful scenery which followed. ‘Turning a sharp 
1 . + . . r 

| sie in the river, the broad view of New Smyrna 
burst suddenly upon the eye. Not that we were here 
regaled with a sight of an inhabited town, with spires 
and turrets, for these signs of former civilization had 
all fallen into decay. But the locality, the gentl 
rising bank, the open park of forest trees, the ric 
mass of foliage which filled up the scene, proclaimed 
it one of the choice spots in this lovely climate where 
taste and refinement would delight to dwell. A few 
smell buildings, occupied by the troops of the garrison, 
were all the habitations visible. But there stood forth 
in graceful prominence one monument of ancient 
grandeur, which formed the cynosure of the land- 
| scape, and raised in the mind avolume of interest and 
inquiry. It was a tall white collonade, of six Doric 
/pillars, relieved sharp and bright against the dark 
_copse of live oak and other evergreen which densely 
| bordered the whole area. This collonade must have 
supported, in former times, a pediment of some mag- 
nificent structure. But all else is now gone! Not 
an architrave left! Each column, cut off at the capi- 
tal, stands unsupported but by itsown base. ‘Alone,” 
but not “solitary,” associated but disunited, each tel- 
ling the same sad story of former splendor and pre- 
sentruin. But like every other remnant of art that 
has borrowed its form and proportions from the school 
of peerless Greece, these Doric pillars were sure to 
call up in the mind sweet associations of refinement 
and civilization. A wilderness all round; but six 
spared monuments of foriier luxury, rearing their 
polished shafts to the sky, presented themselves in 
strange but delightful contrast. Would that in this 
wide and desolate territory we could more frequently 
meet a vestige like this, even a ruined symbol of former 
civilization, to prove that Florida had once been the 
white man’s! Butno! The savage has never yet 
been dispossessed. A few choice spots have, in times 
past, been subdued and cultivated by the whites ; but 
the bulk of the territory has ever been the Indian’s 
freehold, to hunt and roam over, whenever and wher- 
ever he would. 











cap Exulting in the new and grateful sensation 
which now succeeded, I could not but ask myself, 


After making good our landing, and interchanging 
greetings with many of our cld friends of the garrison, 
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we sallied forth to view the grounds and curiosities in 
the neighborhood. The soil immediately around New 
Smyrna is said to be good, and the growth bespeaks 
as much, for the live oak, palmetto, magnolia and 
myrtle grow in rich profusion, but like most of the 
soils of Florida, this is sandy and light, borrowing its 
fertility probably more from the moisture of the at- 
mosphere than from any inherent virture of its own. 

The substratum is shell rock, or coquino, the depth 
and solodity of which we could well observe at the 
canal which has been cut through the whole bed of it 
in order to drain the swamps of the interior. This 
canal is the work of the Minorcan colonists who first 
made a settlement here under the English Turnbull, 
and will long last as a memorial of that interesting 
piece of history when other visible traces shall have 
passed away. 

Crossing the canal and pursuing our rambles north- 
ward, we discovered several other marks of the early 
settlement, of this region the most distinguished of 
which is the ruin of Turnbull’s own mansion. It 
stands on a small rise of ground, a furlong or so from 
the present fort, and commands an extensive prospect 
over the lagoons and marshes to the Eastward. On 
the land side it is densely embowered by a grove of 
sour orange trees, every Seeash of which was at this 
time laden with fruit. The foundations certainly 
mark a lordly edifice, and lordly indeed was the rule 
of that arbitrary governor. The descendants of the 
poor Minorcans, many of whom now reside in St. 
Augustine, still cherish the bitter grudge transmitted 
by their progenitors against their oppressor; and the 
name of Turnbull is a talisman of ire. 

Proceeding northwaidly we passed through several 
old fields and rich hammocks when another pictur- 
esque little ruin met the eye and gave new interest to 
the landscape. This was the Hunter place, inhabited 
just prior to the Seminole war by Mr. Dummett, who 

lanted extensively here. It was burnt down by the 
lodkane at the first breaking out of hostilities. Our 
path led along the margin of the river, and ever and 
anon, some old chimney, or buttress, or other remnant 
of a former habitation, all overgrown with moss and 
ivy, might be seen peering from its leafy shelter and 
speaking the same melancholy tale of desolation and 
decay. 

As evening was approaching we turned to retrace 


our steps, still admiring the rich verdure of the forest. 


trees, stooping to cull a rare plant, or listening to the 
vesper carols of the birds. Notall of these, however, 
could we class among the “melodies.” Very little 
music, I trow, was there in the wild screech of the 
sand hill crane or the blue heron, as he flew up from 
marsh, in affected alarm at our approach ; or in the 
cracked “‘ caw” of the sooty crow as he cried ‘‘ clear 
out ! clear out !!”? when he saw us coming too near 
his favorite haunt; or in the moody salutation of the 
grumbling owl as he accosted us from the distant 
thicket, “‘ my cook’s a Jew, who cooks for you 00-00!” 
But among all the feathered tribes that haunt these 
regions, no class is more numerous than the tacit but 
importunate buzzard. The ‘ brevet turkies,” as our 
soldiers wittily call them. They soar high and low, 
with very graceful flight, which a curious eye may 
observe for a long time with renewed interest ; but 
ufter all, their chief merit lies rather in use than orna- 
ment, and as auxiliaries of the police no agents could 
perform their functions more thoroughly and satisfac- 
torily. 

Our next excursion was to the ruins of Cruger and 
Dupuyster’s sugar house The road leads out towards 
the southwest, through some beautiful hammocks and 

rairies until it emerges upon the everlasting pine 

arren. Once entering this, all is wilderness again. 
Florida all over! Still, though the eye can find no 
longer any object to relieve the dull st of the 
scene, there are other senses to be gratified. The 
balmy odors, proceeding from the bituminous gums 
and foliage of the pines. with which the soft air is 
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redolent in these wild forests, are most grateful, and 
I never breathe them but with asensation of rejoicing. 

After passing thus over a mile of pine barren, all 
one unvarying flat, far and wide, we came suddenl 
upon the old sugar house. Though we went fort 
with no other design but to visit it, our first sensation 
as it rose upon the view was that of surprize, it seem- 
ed so like an appariation. The temple of Jupiter Am- 
mon in the desert could not seem more unique than 
this towering edifice, with its massive walls and fin- 
ished arches, all of hewn stone, standing forth in 
strange and solitary grandeur amidst a willnenees of 
pines. It was a perfect anomaly in the scene. There 
was no keeping in the picture; nothing to harmonize 
the extremes of wild, primeval nature on the one hand, 
and a lavish exhibition of art on the other. I sketch- 
ed the ruins, in the hope of making a picture, but I 
had to borrow from the imagination several accidents 
wherewith to garnish the landscape and relieve the 
abruptness of the contrast. The bare walls are all 
that now remain of this large establishment, and these 
are fast falling into rubbish. The torch of Seminole 
vengeance has here also been plied with characteristic 
malignity. Every thing combustible about the pre- 
mises was burnt, because fire, being an energetic and 
effectual agent, would do its work without trouble to 
the lazy Indian. But all the iron work and machinery, 
especially the new steam-engine, was left compara- 
tively unharmed ; for, to have destroyed this would 
have required more pains than even savage malice 
could exact from savage indolence. 

We returned leisurely home by a route but little 
varying from that we came, highly pleased with the 
environs of New Smyrna. The belt of good land ex- 
tending for a considerable distance along the borders 
of the river is only from one to two miles in breadth. 
New Smyrna, for want of an extensive back country 
will therefore never rise to much importance as a com- 
mercial mart. But asa place of residence, for the 
valetudinarian especially, it has points of great at- 
traction. The climate is mild and healthy ; the scenery 
is picturesque; the water fine; the river well stocked 
with fish ; the forests with deer, and other game ; and 
the entrance is impeded by a bar only a little inferior 
to that of St. Augustine. : 
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Domestic Intelligence. 


TALLAHASSEE, Jan. 1.—First Lieut. Thornton, of 
the 2d Dragoons, having under his command 60 men, 
arrived on Monday night, and have proceeded to their 
station on the Oclockney, near Harvey’s Mills. Capt. 
Blake, also at the head of 60 dragoons, has taken sta- 
tion at Fort Stansbury, below the old St. Marks road, 
at Richardson’s old place. These companies are at- 
tached to Col. Twiggs’s regiment, and have previ- 
ously been stationed at Black Creek. We are happy 
to record these movements, and congratulate the coun- 
try upon the prospect of increased security.—Star. 








Extract of a letter from an officer of the army op- 
erating with the troops in Florida, to his friend in this 
city, dated— 

CAMP ON THE FINAHOLLOWAY RIVER, 

[Eight miles N. E. of Fort Andrews, Jan. 2, 1840.] 


“Our operations are going on very well, both col- 
umns being on this river, thirteen miles apart. The 
country back of us, to include the west side of the 
Ocilla, has been gone over almost foot by foot. The 
Indians are before us, and ——— to the Suwanee ; 
one or two stragglers have, I think, felt the weight of 
our bullets. Col. Garland, with the Ist Infantry and 
two companies of the 2d Infantry, is opening a road 
from Fort Pleasant to Fort Downing, and operating on 
both sides by heads of companies ; and Colonel Daven 
port, with the 6th Infantry and two a of the 
3d Artillery, is doing the same on the Jackson trail, 
so that the entire country, from the St. Augustine 
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road to the Gulf will be thoroughly examined, whether 


pine woods, hammock, or swamps. 


After the war had ended, Major Foster was re- 


The companies | tained in the peace establishment, and arranged to the 


take their lines perpendicular to the two roads by com- | sixth Regiment of Infantry. Having been promoted 
pass, and, go through every thing. It is very hard|by regular gradation to the lineal rank of Lieutenant 
on both officers and men, but they go along cheerfully. | Colonel of the 4th Infantry, he commanded this regi- 
The result of this operation will be to drive the Indians | ment at the battle of Okee Chobee where his gallantry 
across the Suwanee, and give such a knowledge of|secured him the rank of brevet Colonel. 


the country as to station troops to prevent their re- 


turn.” —Globe. 





Capt. A. C. Myers, Assistant Quartermaster, ar- 
rived in this city on the Ist instant, and immediately 
entered upon his duties at St. Francis’ Barracks. 

Capt. Fulton’s company, 2d dragoons, arrived from 
Tampa Bay, on Monday last, at Fort Weedman. 
Captain Fulton, we are appy to state, has been as- 
signed duty on this side of t 
the present, garrisoning the above post. 

e learn that some hopes are entertained of Capt. 
Searle’s recovery.—St. Augustine News, 3d instant. 


Tomoka John, the Indian captured by General Her- 
nandez, in 1837, at Dunlawton, and who has been 
serving as guide with various commands ever since, 
went out from Tampa Bay, on the 2d November, to 
bring in some Indian families, and has not yet re- 
turned. His absence, of course, gives rise to many 


conjectures. His uniform activity and zealousness in| 


favor of the whites forbid the conclusion that he is 
voluntarily again among the enemy.—Jbid. 





How soon the doors of the tomb are to close upon 
the LAST SOLDIER OF THE REVOLUTION! ow 
soon is to fall the curtain of separation between the 
generation of heroic spirits who achieved our inde- 

ndence, and the generation to whom is entrusted 

e high destiny of its preservation. Almost every 
mail brings us accounts of the decease of Sgr 4 
soldiers. A Pennsylvania paper mentions the deat 
of Captain Davip Davipson, in his 88th year, at 
Lost Creek Valley, Juniata county. He died. on the 
night of the 25th December. Sixty three years ago, 
on the 25th December, he crossed with his brethren in 


Having escaped the dangers of many battle fields, 
Col. Foster at length fell a victim to the pestilence 
of a southern climate, where so many of our valuable 
officers have found premature and inglorious graves. 

This is another of those unhappy casualties in 
which the country suffers, with the widow and fath- 
erless, aloss which cannot be repaired. There are 
many of the old messmates of the deceased, who like 
ourselves will lament, with sincerity, the loss of a 


e St. Johns, and is, for | valiant officer and worthy, generous man.—Missourt 


Saturday News. 





CRUISE OF THE U. S. SHIP OHIO. 
Extract of a letter, datedoff the Coast of Spain, Octo- 

ber 11, 1839. 

In anticipation of arriving at Gibraltar in a day or 
two, I commence my letter thus in advance, in order 
to afford me time to finish it at my leisure. 

About two months ago we left Smyrna for Mahon, 
having then finished our summer’s cruise; during 
which we made the following tour: 

From Mahon we went to Marseilles in June, where 
we anchored in the outer Road, about three miles 
from town. I was much pleased with this city, al- 
though it did not entirely correspond with my antici- 
-pations. It has an air of active commerce, and a 
show of bustle and business. The harbor is crowded 
with steamers, and other vessels of various descrip- 
|tions. In comparison with my native city, (N. Y.,) 
| however, I found it much inferior in many particu- 
lars. The streets are not so well regulated, the build- 
ings do not compare with ours for elegance, neatness, 
| and comforts, nor are the shops or cafés as imposing or 
extensive. Even the ladies of our city, I think, have 
‘a decided preference. The Department de Carrosse 

by no means equals that of New York. There are to 





{ 
| 


arms the Delaware, to aid, for the first time, to fight be seen only a few crazy omnibuses, and some very 
the battle at Trenton. He was a soldier in the full| indifferent hacks; dashing or splendid equipages are 
sense of the word, and was in various battles, such as | very rare; but all the splendor they say is centered in 


Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, Stony Point, Ger- 
mantown, Monmouth, Greenspring, and Yorktown ; 
and it was not until the conclusion of the war that he 


exchanged the sword for the ploughshare, and the, 


spear for the pruninghook, with an honorable wound, 
and without being contaminated with the vices so con- 
tagious in camp.— NV. Y. Whig. 





Cor. Wm. S. Foster.—A public journalist, like a 
medical practitioner, is frequently doomed to have 


melancholy sympathies awakened, as he records for'| 


public observation, the demise of great and good men, 
as they drop off, one after another, like ripened fruit, 
from a tree which it adorned. 

The subject of this notice, who died at Baton Rouge 
on the 25th of November, 1839, was one of those ofli- 
cers whoentered the American army at the commence- 
ment of last war, having been moved by that impulse 
which the love of country and national pride create. 
His first appointment was a lieutenancy of Infantry; 
and gallantry and faithful service advanced him, in 
twenty seven years, to the rank of Colonel. 

In the campaign of 1814, on the Canada side of the 
Niagara, the deceased participated in all the great 
battles in which the Army of the United States attain- 
ed so much distinction. He served in the Brigade of 
General Scorr. 

When the British troops assaulted Fort Evie, and a 
storming party had taken one of the bastions, Colonel 
Foster, then a Captain, charged the enemy and had 
nearly driven them out at the pointef the bayonet, 
when an explosion of the magazine coinpleted the 
victory. For this achievement he was breveted. 


| Paris; Paris is France, and all France is in Paris. 

From Marseilles we proceeded to Leghorn, where 
we anchored a few miles from town. This city has a 
more pleasing appearance than Marseilles, the streets 
are broader and well lighted, and the general arrange- 
ments more methodical. I saw but two hotels or pub- 
lic houses. 

Upon disembarking you are immediately solicited 
to visit a monument which stands near the landing 
| place, consisting of a splendid marble Colossean sta- 

tue of a man, with four large bronze figures, repre- 
'senting Africans in chains; so situated that all their 
| noses may be seen at the same time, their backs be- 
ing in reverse order. It is said to have been erected 
by one of the-ancient Sovereigns of this country, to 
tie memory of his son,-a young man of great proiwn- 
ise, who had returned frou a great victory from sea, 
and flushed with suecess, he landed in haste with these 
four captives, whom he intended asa present to his 
father—bnt in so doing he broke the quarantine laws, 
and thereby incurred death! which sentence his fa- 
ther was obliged to see executed! 

On leaving this curiosity, and while pushing through 
the crowd, we were immediately assailed by his Ma- 
jesty “the King of the Beggars.” He is a personage 
of about three feet elevation, by nine feet in cirenm- 
ference, and 40 years of age, and speaking several 


So 





languages—his dues must b2 paid cn demand, or your 
progress will be entirely arrested. 

Upon arriving at ‘* Thompson’s Inn,” we found one 
of our friends who was in advance, prepared with a 
good lunch of bread and cheese and Scotch ale. After 
this repast, we made our excursion to Pisa, 16 miles 
from Leghorn. 
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The ride was delightful, the road being beautifully 
Macadamized the whole distance, with rich flowing 
vineyards upon either side—saw some pretty peasant 
girls trimming the vines. This country is seldom vis- 
ited by rain, consequently their fields and vineyards 
are watered from large reservoirs, in which the water 
is thrown up from wells by horse power. 

The principal curiosity at Pisa is “the Leaning 
Tower;” there is some diiference of opinion as to the 
cause of its declination. My opinion is, thatit was 
so from its first construction, as the upper story still 
preserves its perpendicular. 

The next thing of note is the Cathedral, which con- 


‘The Admiral, who will probably assume in a few 
months the chief command of the Mediterranean fleet, 
will have under him twenty ships of the line, several 
frigates, corvettes, &c., in all above thirty men of 
of war. The fleet will form two divisions, the com- 
mand of which will be retained by Rear-Admirals La- 
lande and La Susse. Thus we see that there will be 
a great display of force in the Mediterranean, at the 
return of the fine season. England, on its side, sends 
considerable reinforcements to the fleet under Admi- 
ral Stopford.—Journal des Debats. 





A Toulon letter announces that Government is about 





tains a most splendid coilection of allegorical paint- 
ings and mosiac work of the finest order of workman- | 
ship. In the Cemetery may be seen some remnants | 
of fresco paintings and extensive marble slabs sur- | 
mounting the vaults. The whole is covered with a| 
roof supported by columns in quadrangular form; in 


laid out. 


the centre of which is an elegant garden, sited, 


to build twelve post office steamers, with engines of 
340 horse power each. They are, it adds, to be com- 
manded by officers of the navy, and will each carry 
20 guns, Rconiing 30 Ib. shells. 

The last estimate made of the value of the material 
ofthe French navy gave a result of 509,170,000 francs. 





ImportaNT INVENTION.—A gentleman of this town 


On our return to Leghorn, we found it blowing too | informs us that he has invented anew engine, im- 


fresh to attempt going outward; so we amused our- | 
selves with viewing the Protestant burying ground. | 
We saw some very interesting tombs and monuments, 
among which were the tombs of Tobias Smoilet, Esq., | 
Capt. Gamble, of the U.S. Navy, &c. 

The next day returned on board, and immediately 


trand Duke’s Parge pulling towards us—upon which 


we hove to, and prepared to receive the guests, who'! 


proved to be the Grand Duke’s sister, his two daugh- 
ters, and several courtiers. The aunt was a woman 
of fine, courtly stature, but un peu passée. 
ters were charming girls, and highly accomplished— 
the elder a tall, fine personage, with fascinating man- 
ners. But the youngest sister was a perfect angel, 
with flaxen ringlets and diamond blue eyes. Speaks 
English with just enough of her own native accent to 
make her irresistible. 

They remained on board about an hour, and appear- 
ed highly delighted with their visit. 

As they left the ship, we exhibited a burning blue 


light at each yard arm; let off several rockets, and | 


fired a salute of 21 guns, which, in the darkness of the 
night, had a beautiful effect. 

From Leghorn we proceeded to Naples, where we 
engaged the Villa Real and the Grand Opera. Thence 
we arrived at Athens, where we were visited by King 
Otho and the charming young Queen, accompanied 
by the daughter of the celebrated Grecian patriot Marco 
Bozzaris. Neither the King or the Queen understood 
English, but spoke French fluently. His Majesty is 
about the age of 25, and his consort 22, both very af- 
fable, free and cheerful in conversation. Mademoi- 
seile Bozzaris spoke only the Greek language, but her 
eyes expressed all languages. She is about 16, of 
rather small stature, but a perfect paragon. Her 
dress was neat and elegant; a sweet little lace cap-a- 
l1-greque, a crimson velvet jacket trimmed with gold, 
and a white spangled jupe. 

From Athens we went to Valla and thence to Ma- 
hon again, and are now preparing for a winter’s cruise 
of two months. — 

A letter from an officer of the U. 8. Ship Ohio, Com. 
modore Hull, toa friend in this place, dated at sea, 
Oct. 10th, 1839, says,—‘‘ We are all well on board— 
**Lieuts. Browning, Taylor and Godon have been 
“transferred. to the Cyane, and Lieuts. Hitchcock, 
* Hazard and Miller, froin that ship to this. 
‘Latimer was at Marseilles, but daily expected at 
“Mahon wheu we sailed. ‘The Cyane was there, and 
* Captain Percival would leave as soon as relieved by 
** Captain L.”—Norfolk Herald. 


Tovuton, Nov. 19.—The official news of the appoint- 
ment: of Admiral Rosamel to the command of the 
squadron now forming in our road, has been well re- 
ceived here. 





‘ : /merica in six “days. 
gut under way ; soon after which we discovered the | 


The daugh- ' 


1. ++ . | 
Capiain | 


mensely superior in every respect to the old steam-en- 
gine. The power is created by air and steam. It will 
consume only one-half the quantity of fuel of the old 
one; and the rapidity by which a vessel can be pro- 
pelled by it, will enable it to perform a passage to A- 
Owing toa particular way in 
which the power acts upon the vessel, twenty miles 
the hour can be realised with the greatest possible 
ease. The weight of the machinery will be only one- 
half of that required by the old steam-engine, and in- 
stead of straining and weakening the ship, will brace 
and strengthen it. By this method the steam power 
is more than doubled.—Liverpool Albion, 
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MILITIA AFFAIRS. 


Extracts from the Messages of the Governors of 
several of the States. 
Gov. Bacsy, ALABAMA, Dec. 2, 1839. 
Since your last adjournment, I have bestowed as much 
altention, as a proper regard for the faithful performance 
of other duties wonld allow, to the practical operation 
of the system recently adopted for the regulation and 
government of the militia of this State. During the 
year, I attended the encampment drills, and reviewed 
'the officers in several brigades. It is evident, that if 
this system is to be perfected and carried out, much 
remains to be done. In some of the brigades I saw 
but little to encourage the hope, that this important 
branch of the public service, and arm of the public 
defence, would shortly attain that degree of perfec- 
tion so much to be desired ; while others present the 
gratifying prospect of affording ample and effectual 
| defence and protection in any emergency. Whatever 
|may be the defects of the system, they are evidently 
| within the reach of easy and effectual remedies. And 
unless, we could flatter ourselves with the belief, that 
| the period had arrived, or was near at hand, when na- 
| tions would practise war no more, we are impelled b 
| the high considerations of self-preservation and public 
safety, to perfect a system, upon which we must rely 
| in those great and fearful emergencies, from which no 
nation ever can be altogether, or even fora long period 
of time, exempt. I therefore recommend to you, a 
careful and deliberate examination of the Military 
Code, considering the peculiar character of a portion 
\of our population, and looking to emergencies, that 
inight arise, I consider the organization of an efficient 
‘troop of cavalry in every county in the State, asa 
matter of vast importance to our quiet and poss 
The law authorizing the Brigadier Generals to provide 











tents, &c., for the officers of their respective brigades, 
will, I apprehend be more expensive to the State, 
than was anticipated at the time of its enactment. 
lk rom the accounts already presented, the expense of 











46 ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 


———————————EeE 











roviding camp equipage for all the brigades, cannot 
Fall much under thirty thousand dollars. : 
Notwithstanding the opinion uniformly entertained, 
and in which no one more fully concurs than myself, 
that the formation of volunteer companies is the best 
means of infusing that spirit and animation into the 
militia system, which is essential to its existence as 
well as success, and which ouglit to be encouraged by 
all proper means, I am satisfied that the habit of con- 
ferring corporate privileges on volunteer companies, is 
not only unnecessary, but that it tends greatly to em- 
barrass and derange the harmony of the system. In 
deed, I think I may be permitted to remark here, that 
the General Assembly of this State has. fallen into no 
reater or more dangerous error, than the constant dis- 
osition, it has manifested to confer exclusive privi- 
eges, in many cases where they are unnecessary, and 
in others where they are absolutely improper. hen 
it is recollected, that these corporate privileges are so 
much actually subtracted from the general mass of 








sword, to repel the invader of his soil, and to defend 
his altar and fireside. It may be conceded that, for 
purposes of foreign conquest, regular troops are more 
available. But, happy for us that it is so: this great Con- 
federacy of Racal ican States, is, from its character, 
pacific, and never can be prone to engage in wars 
merely for winning glory, or acquiring foreign domin- 
ion. From these considerations, we learn the vast 
importance of a well regulated Militia. To prepare 
them to fulfil the high destinies for which they are 
intended, care shoulu be taken to train and discipline 
them in times of peace: but this duty applies more 
especially to the officers. I am aware that freemen 
will not submit to those rigid rules, which are appli- 
cable to the regular soldier; nor is this required. The 
idea is not entertained, that the private militia man can, 
or ought to be, subjected to the same degree of ri- 
gorous discipline, as a soldier, in the regular ranks. 
Indeed, itis questionable, whether the attempt to give 
the private militia man the automaton precision of 


power, which belongs to the whole people, they should| the soldier, should be made at all. It is not believed 
only be granted, “in consideration of public services;” | to be essential to the perfection of our system, that 
and even then, with the most cautious and deliberate|any such attempt should be made. But the case is 





circumspection. 


Gov. CaMpBELL, Vrrarnra, Dec. 2, 1839. 
I transmit a communication from the Adjutant Gen. 





accompanied by areturn of the Militia for the year 
1839—and also lay before you the report of the Visi- 


widely different with the militia officers, they may be 
instructed, and brought to a high degree of discipline 
in the military art. And if the officers have attained 
to arespectable degree of knowledge, it will not be 
difficult for them, in a period of actual service, to train 
their men, ina short time, in all the duties of the 


ters of the “ Virginia Military Institute,” lately orga- lsoldier. South Carolina has acted on the assumption 
nized at the Arsenal, near the town of Lexington in \of this idea ; and all her militia laws look particular- 


Rockbridge County, under an act of the last session 
of the General Assembly. You will be gratified to 


ly toa body of well trained and disciplined officers. 
And perhaps no instrument has been more useful in 


{ 
learn, as you will do from the report, that this school | accomplishing this end, than Brigade Encampments. 
has commenced, under the most favorable auspices as, It will be readily admitted, that these assemblages are 
to its future usefulness ; and that nothing is wanting, | attended with much inconvenience to the officers and 
to carry out the tn gannpen views of the Legislature,'sergeants. But liberty can only be maintained at the 


but a small additional appropriation. 


Gov. Grason, MAryLanp, JAN. 2, 1840. 


expense of great sacrifices, and eternal vigilance. Ex- 
emption from inconvenience would be an inadequate 
compensation, for the ease and inactivity of despotism 
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The arms heretofore received from the Gen. Govern-} which would follow the introduction of standing ar- 
ment, have generally been distributed to militia com- | mies, in the place of the Militia. Nevertheless, the 

anies as directed by law and special resolutions.) Legislature should seek to render the performance of 
The muskets lately received from the Ordnance De- | this duty as little onerous as possible, consistent with 
partment, have been retained in the armory, and these the great object to be effected. Perhaps the system 
are all that are now fit for service. There ought to be bears with more oppressive weight on the sergeants, 
always a supply of arms at the seat of Government for, who are compelled by law to serve a limited time, no 
sudden emergencies; but if the old system is continued,! matter what may be their means. To alleviate the 
of distributing them as fast as they are received, and; burden as much as possible, I would repeat the re- 
of receiving in exchange for them, such as are not) commendation of my predecessor, that rations should 
worth repairing, it will be better to abolish the armo-| be issued to the officers and sergeants, at the Brigade 
ries and get rid of the expense. Encampments. I herewith transmit the Report of the 


Last summer, Col. Thruston was ordered out with| Adjutant and Inspector General, for the year 1839. 
a part of his regiment, to suppress a riot among the 


laborers on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. No 
charge has been made for the services performed, but} The militia of the commonwealth are enrolled as re - 
an account will be presented for the expenses incur- | quired by law, with the exception of some portions of 
red, which cannot be paid by the Executive without the State,in which difficulties exist in procuring oflicers 
authority of law. to periorm that duty. The militia system is a tax to 
a considerable amount upon the State treasury, which 

Gov. Nosre, Sourn Carotina, Dec. 2, 1339. | might be considerably lessened, if the adjutant general 
Ina free government, there exists a just jealousy of | were charged with the duty of personally superinten- 
standing armies. The history of all nations justifies | ding the system in its details, and properly compensa- 
this feeling. Its records are replete with instances of|ted therefor. Legislative attention is requested to this 
their danger to liberty. Our ancestors hada practical subject. The due enrolment, officering and classifi- 
knowledge on this subject, which led them to guard,! cation of the militia, should be continued, and en- 


Gov. Porter, PENNSYLVANIA, JAN. 8, 1840. 





by constitutional restrictions, against their introduc- 
tion. Hence, the reliance of the framers of our con- 
stitution, on the Militia, and the provision for organi- 
zing, arming, and disciplining it. Hence, the recog- 
nition of the great political truth, that a well regulated 
Militia, is essential to the safety of a free State; and 
certainly our ancestors were not deceived, in their 
estimate of the dependence which might b2 reposed 
in its efficiency. For the purpose of defensive war- 
fare, it will not be hazarding too much, to assert, that 
Militia are equal, if not superior, to mercenary troops. 
The noblest and highest motive that can actuate the 
bosom of man, impels the citizen soldier to draw his 


couragement held out to volunteers, and the days of 
militia trainings might be advantageously reduced to 
one in the year. 


Gov. Sewarp, New York, Jan. 7, 1840. 

The whole number of the militia of the State is 189, 
103, of which 7,427 are cavalry and horse artillery, 
9,256 are artillery, 169,420 are infantry, including 
light-infantry and riflemen, and 3,000 are cavalry and 
artillery attached to brigades of infantry. It is mam- 
fest that the militia system has lost some of the popu- 
lar respect with which it was once regarded, and has 
received little of that Isgislative care which is neces- 
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sary to preserve the usefulness and efficiency of all 
our institutions. This cannot be prudent, unless it is 
wise to forget in peace the probability of war, and in 
undisturbed tranquillity the danger of civil commo- 
tion. I trust, therefore, that you will take measures 
to bring the subject before Congress, in order to ac- 
complish the necessary reform. It is possible that 
some of the defects of the system may be reached by 
our own legislation. At present the rich and the for- 
tunate evade ina great degree the performance of 
military duty, while its expenses and sacrifices fall 
without abatement upon those members of society 
who are least able to bear them. If it be necessar 
to preserve the organization of so many of our citi- 
zens as are now enrolled, which is at least doubtful, 
it is at all events just, and consonant with the spirit of 
our institutions, that the taxes and burthens of the 
militia service should be equalized. 





Tue NortH EAsTERN BouNDARY.—Gov. Fair- 
field in his Message to the Legislature of Maine, at 
the opening of the session, communicates a correspon- 
dence with the Lieut. Governor of New Brunswick, 
and also with the President of the United States on 
the subject of the British post established on Timis- 
couta Lake in the dieputed territory. Gov. Fairfield 





in his letter to Sir John Harvey, alluded to reports 
which had been current in the newspapers, that ‘two 
regiments of British troops” had been stationed at 
the lake, and inquired whether there were any foun- 
dation for these reports. Sir John in reply, under 
date of Dec. 19, says that some movements of troops 
may have been made, on this side of Lower Canada, 
by authority superior to his—but that these troops con- 
sist not of two regiments, but of one or two compa- 
nies, ‘‘for the protection of certain buildings which 
have been constructed, for the better accommodation 
of Her Majesty’s troops between the Lower and Up- 
per Provinces,” and of the provisions and other pro- 
perty therein deposited. He informed Gov. Fairfield 
that a copy of his letter should be transmitted to the 
authorities in Canada, and assured him that they would 
be as anxious as he was, that the spirit as well as the 
letter of the arrangement between the Governments 
should be scrupulously observed. 

This reply was so far from satisfactory to Governor 
Fairfield, that he immediately wrote to the President 
of the United States, communicaing to him the facts 
of the case, which he regarded as clearly a violation 
of the spirit of the arrangement entered into between 


the Lieut. Governor of New Brunswick and himself) 


in March last, although the orders had been issued by 
the Governor of Lower Canada. He adds, in his let- 
ter to the President: 

“T submit also, whether the contingency, contem- 
plated by the Act of Congress of March 3, 1839, has 
not occurred—whether the facts do not clearly show 
an invasion of the State of Maine, which the Execu- 
tive Government of the United States, under the di- 
rections of the Act aforesaid, as well as under the ob- 
ligations of the Constitution, is bound to repel. 

«I may add, that I am well informed that the Brit- 
ish Government is also erecting barracks upon both 
sides of the St. Johns near the mouth of the Mada- 
waska river, and that troops are concentrating at 
Grand Falls. Under all these circumstances, I deem 
it to be my duty to call upon the Government of the 
United States for that protection of this State froim in- 
vasion, zuaranteed to tae in the Constitution.”’ 

The President’s answer to this appeal has not yet 
appeared. 

Governor Fairfield alludes, in his Message, to the 
exploration of the line of boundary lately made by 
the two British Commissions, and intimates that a 
reply by the British Government, to the counter pro- 
ject made to them by the President, as stated in his 
Message, founded on the information obtained by this 
survey, may be expected before the expiration of the 
session. He adds, not in very courteous terms: 








| 


| 
/ 





** If such communication should not be made within 
the time anticipated, I think you may fairly re 

the British Government as having returned to its old 
practice of procrastination, and will be justified in 
adopting more vigorous and determined measures than 
have ever heretofore been adopted, to secure to this 
State both her property and jurisdiction in her lawful 
territory, unless the necessity for such a course should 
be obviated by the action of the General Government. 
What those measures should be, may properly be left 
to future consideration. I need not say, that, in all 
your efforts to secure to Maine her just rights, you 
may depend upon my hearty co-operation.” — Boston 
Daily Advertiser. 





Tue Navy.—The condition of the American Navy 
presents a striking contrast with that of the naval es- 
tablishments of some of the countries of Europe. We 
would not recommend that our Government should 
undertake to rival the extent and power of the navies 
of Great Britain and France, or even of Russia, but 
we fear that at the present moment the Government 
is running into the opposite extreme, and is sacrifi- 
cing the efficiency and the reputation of our navy, by 
a system of beggarly economy. At the last session 
of Congress there was special provision made for 
building three steam frigates. It appears from the 
late report of the Secretary of the Navy, that two of 
these frigates are begun, one at New York, and the 
other at Philadelphia, but that the third is not yet 
onthe stocks. Of the standing appropriation of $750,- 
000 for the gradual improvemeni of the navy, it is 
proposed in the same report that $340,000 should be 
transferred towards completing the two steamers, and 
it is estimated that the remainder of the appropriation, 
$410,000, will in all probability not be necessary, as 
the balance on hand will be sufficient to meet all ex- 
penditures under that head for the ensuing year. While 
the increase of the navy is going on thus sluggishly, 
it must be manifest that the decay of existing ships 
is going on much more rapidly. It is mentioned in- 
cidentally in the report, as a reason for building a dry 
dock at New York, that two ships of the line are now 
lying at the navy yard there, in a state of rapid decay, 
and that they cannot be repaired without going in 
dock, and cannot be removed without almost a cer- 
tainty of total loss. It is neither creditable nor politic 


to suifer the navy to go into such a state of decay. 


The country is not so poor as to requireit. On the 
contrary there is every reason why this arm of na- 
tional defence should be increased and strengthened, 
in proportion to the growth and increasing wealth of 
the country. 

A late French paper gives the following account of 
the state of activity of the navy yards of that country. 
We do noi quote it for the purpose of recommendin 
to our Government to imitate this degree of expendi- 
ture. Our situation does not require that our military 
establishments should be placed on a scale bearin 
any comparison with those of France. But suc 
efforts of another nation in a state of profound peace, 
should remind us, that if the reputation of being a 
naval power is to be sustained in ay degree by our 
Government, our existing ships should not be suffer- 
ed to go to decay, without constant provision for re- 
placing them. 





« The following works have been going on in the 
| French dock-yards during the present year. Work- 
men have been employed in building four ships of the 
line of the first class, twelve of the second, and ten of 
the third, twenty-one frigates, four gun-brigs, five 
transports, and eleven steamers of from 160 to 200 
horse power: total, sixty-seven vessels—of which only 
cleven have been, or will be, sent to sea this year, so 
that fifty-six will remain on the stocks in 1840. 
Twelve new vessels are to be commenced in 1840, 
and as eleven vessels are to be sent to sea in 1840, 
there will be fifty-seven on the stocks at the end of 
the next year.” 
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It will be seen from the report of the Secretary of 
the Navy, that the navy [pension] fund is in a state 
of as rapid decay as can be the most rotten of the 
ships. In little more than two years it has sunk from 
$1,115,000 to $253,000 ; and this remainder being in- 
vested in Slate stocks, it would be necessary, unless 
other provision should be made by the Ist of January 
(and unfortunately Congress was not in a condition 
to interpose,) to sacrifice $80 or $90,000, to pay pen- 
sions to the amount of $55,000 falling due at that 
time. This fund is therefore in a fair way of being 
speedily exhausted.—Boston Daily Advertiser, Jan. 8. 








From the Sailor’s Magazine. 

DISASTERS AT SEA IN THE YEAR 1839.—A record 
has been kept at the office of the American Seaman’s 
Friend Society, during the year just closed, as in 
past years, of disasters at sea, so far as they could be 
ascertained, which resulted in a total loss of the ves- 
sels. The following is the result. 


The whole number of vessels lost is 442 
Of these there were ships and barks 74 
do. Brigs 124 
do. Schooners 197 
do. Sloops — 
do. Steamboats 9 
do Unknown 3: 


Of these there were lost, towards the close of 1838, 
but were reported in 1838, 52 





senses 5-4 


ter, J. N. Maflitt; Fleet Surgeon, I. Hulse; Lieut. Ma- 
\rines, R. C. Caldwell; Com. Secretary. J. Miller; 
|.Assistant Surgeons, S. R. Addison, J. Huntington; 
| Passed Midshipman, J. A. Doyle; Professor of Mathe- 
matics, Jarvis McDuffie; Midshipmen, Wm. P. Lovell, 
J Rutledge, J. Todd, G. H. Preble, J. G Strain, J. N. 
Briceland, J. C. Febiger, J. Bankhead, J. Kennard, J. 
B. Creighton, H. K. Davenport, H. C. Ashton, J. My- 
ers, S. Marcy, and H. Stephens; Com Clerk, — Cooper; 
Boatswain, J. Shannon; Sailmaker, Wm. Ryan; Car- 
penter, D. Caswell.— Pensacola Gazette. 

Ship Levant, Comm’r. Smoot, off Havana, Dec. 22, 
bound on a cruise; all well. 

Ship Warren, Comm’r. Spencer, also off Havana, 
Dec. 22, waiting the arrival of the Macedonian, hourly 
expected from Pensacola. 

Ship Erie, Comnm’r. Taylor, at the bar of Tampico, 
ec, 20; all well. 

Ship Ontario, Comm’r. J. D. Williamson, sailed from 
Pensacola, Dec. 18, for Tampico. 
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WM ARRIAGES. 

In Portsmouth, Va., on Sunday evening, Jan. 5th, b 
;the Rev. W. Moriarty, Capt. DUVEYRIER, of the 
| Royal French Navy, to Mrs. J. R. PALMER, only 
| child of B. O’Neit, Esq. of Portsmouth, Va., and widow 
| of the late Dr. G. W. Paumer, of the U. S. Navy. 

In Garysburg, N. C., on the 6th inst., Mr. SMITH 


| P. BANKHEAD, son of Col. J. Banxuean, of the U.S. 














Wrecked in January 26 army, to SUSAN A., daughter of Wm Garrn, Esq, 
do. February 27 | of Charlottesville. 
do. March 32) At Columbia, S. C., on the 31st Dec., WILLIAM 
do. April 21) D. PORTER, Esq., of Charleston, to Miss EMMA A., 
do. May 29 youngest daughter of the late Capt. Naruanien Hara- 
do. June 18 ven, of the U. S. navy. 
do. July 15| At Fort Columbus, New York harbor, on the 8th in- 
do. August 99 stant, Lieut. HENRY H. SIBLEY, of the 2d regiment 
do. September 64 Dragoons, U.S. A., to Miss CHARLOTTE, eldest 
de. October aq daughter of Mr. Wa. Kenpat, formerly of the army. 
do. November 27 = 
do. December 8 | DEATHS. 
do. Time unknown 61) 


Added to the above entire and known losses, there 


has been reported thirty-seven missing vessels during NA RYLAND, wife of the Rev. Wm 


the year, which, with their crews, have most proba- 
bly been entirely lost. 
seven lives have been reported as lost, but the loss of 
life is undoubtedly much greater than this, as many 
vessels were reported as abandoned, or bottom up, 
where the crew was missing, and no intelligence has 
been received from them. The above facts speak a 
language concerning the sorrows of scamen, not to be 
misunderstood, and they should be most solemnly 
pondered by those who have a heart to feel and a heart 
to relieve. 











Naval Entelligence. 
U. S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 





Paciric squapron.—Ship Lexington, Capt. Clack, ar- 


rived at Valparaiso, August 23, from Callao; at Valpa- 
raiso, Oct. 13, last from Callao, to sail in a few days 
for Coquimbo, Juan Fernandez, and Chiloe. 

Ship Falmouth, Capt. McKeever, at Callao, Oct. 1 
to sail for Mazatlan. 

Brig Boxer, Lt. Com’dt W. C. Nicholson, sailed from 
Valparaiso, Oct. 29, for Rio Janeiro and New York. 

East Ixpia sqvaproyx.—Frigate Columbia, Commo. 
Read, and ship John Adams, Comm’r. T. W. Wyman, 
sailed from China, Aug. 6, for the Society Islands and 
Valparaiso. 

Brazit squapron.—Razee Independence, Com. Nicol- 
son, arrived at Montevideo, Oct. 21, from Rio Janeiro. 

West Inpta squapron.—Frigate Macedonian, bearing 
the broad pendant of Commodore W. B. Shubrick, sail- 
ed from Pensacola, Dec. 18, on a cruise to the Wind- 
ward islands. Officers: Commo., Wm. B. Suvpricx; 
Captain, Beverly Kennon; Lieutenants, S. B. Wilson, 
E. B. Boutwell, ir. A. Neville, J. C. Carter; Flag Lieu- 


b 


tenants, A. Sinclair, Charles Steedman; 2cting Mas- 


Five hundred and thirty- | 





| Inthis city, after a few days’ illness, Mrs. JULIAN- 
» Rytanp, Chap- 
ain U.S. navy. 
In New Orleans, on the 31st December, of consum 
tion, Lieut. FREDERICK VAN LIEW, of the 6th 
regiment of Infantry, U. S. army. 


| 








NAVY SLOP CLOTHING. 

Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, Dec. 21, 1839. 

ie consequence of the samples not having reached all the yards, 

by which those wishing to furnish Slop Clothing for 1840 are 

_to be gov rned in making their offers, the time for receiving pro- 
posals, as required by the advertisement of the 3d, is extended to 

| 10 o’clock A. M. of Friday, 3d of Jannary next, until which time 

| none of the offers which have been received will be opened. 

| Dee. 26—td 


ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE UNIFORMS. 


OHN SMITH, (late of West Point,) would respectfully beg 
|@# leave to state to the officers of tl < abo e corps, that he has 
| received from Washington City a copy. the new regulations 
‘together with the drawing of the Topographical uniforms ; an 
alt orders for the same will be punctuatly attended to, and for 
| warded with despatch. 
| N.B. Embroidered Engineer belts, and all Military equip 
ments furnished as usual, at 168 Pearl street, New York City. 
July 18—tf 
MILITARY LAW OF THE UNITED STATES, 
| SECOND EDITION, 
| THE above work was compiled by Col. Troeman Cross, of 
the U. S. army, aud contains all the laws in relation to the 
Army, Marine Corps, Militia, and Volunteers, from 1774 to 1838. 
Orders for the wutk:; addressed, post paid, to GEORGE TEM- 
PLEMAN, the publisher, Washington City, will be promptly 
attended to. Nov. 14—3m 


ARMY ANT NAVY CHRONICLE. 

A complete file for the years 1836, 1837, 1838 and 1839, may be 
had at HALF PRICE, gi0 tor the four years, in current money, 
free of postage. The accumulation of extra numbers requiring 
more room than can be conveniently spared, induces us to ofier 
them at these low rates. Postage, under 100 miles, 52 cents per 
year—over 100 miles, 78 cents per year. 

Jan. 2—tf 
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